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Introduction
Organization of the Standards
The Utah Core standards are organized into strands, which represent significant areas of 
learning within content areas. The Fine Arts have four strands:  Create, Perform/Present/
Produce, Respond, and Connect.  These four strands provide the framework for a comprehen-
sive experience in each of the five art forms: Dance, Drama/Theatre, Media Arts, Music, and 
Visual Arts.

Within each strand are standards. A standard is an articulation of the demonstrated profi-
ciency to be obtained. A standard represents an essential element of the learning that is ex-
pected. While some standards within a strand may be more comprehensive than others, all 
standards are essential for mastery.

Experiencing the Fine Arts
All students should have the opportunity to experience the fine arts as part of a well-round-
ed education. The study of drama, dance, music, media arts, and the visual arts helps stu-
dents explore realities, relationships, and ideas that cannot be expressed simply in words or 
numbers. 

Learning in the fine arts is valuable on its own, but it also engages students in learning in 
other subjects. Research has shown visual arts instruction to improve reading readiness. 
Performing and creating facilitates the acquisition of problem-solving skills and teamwork. 
Those skills then can be applied to other academic areas. All fine arts have academic content. 
Thus, the arts can help students learn essential skills in new and exciting ways.

In the global economy, creativity is essential. Creativity in students must be nurtured and al-
lowed to have a place in the education of the whole child in order to prepare that child for the 
future. The study of visual arts, dance, drama, and music, as outlined in the Utah State Core 
Standards, provides a venue for creativity to flourish. The fine arts provide a place for students 
to explore new ideas, for appropriate risk-taking, for creative problem solving, for working 
together with others, for developing aesthetic awareness, for exploring and expressing the 
world, and for cultural awareness and representation, in addition to the benefits of study in 
the discipline of fine arts. The study of fine arts is a critical element of a well-rounded educa-
tion for every student.
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UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

KINDERGARTEN
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (K.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards K.D.CR.1–4).

 � Standard K.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to try new ideas when creating dance.

 � Standard K.D.CR.2:  Explore movement inspired by a variety of stimuli.

 � Standard K.D.CR.3:  Express an idea, feeling, or image while improvising a dance that has a 
beginning, middle, and end.

 � Standard K.D.CR.4:  Respond to suggestions and change movement through guided  
improvisational experiences.

Strand: PERFORM (K.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards K.D.P.1–7).

 � Standard K.D.P.1:  Maintain personal space while in group formations and start and stop 
on time. 

 � Standard K.D.P.2:  Make still and moving body shapes that show lines.

 � Standard K.D.P.3:  Move body parts one at a time and in a variety of combinations.

 � Standard K.D.P.4:  Demonstrate locomotor and non-locomotor movements.

 � Standard K.D.P.5:  Demonstrate contrasts in tempo by matching movement to a given 
beat.

 � Standard K.D.P.6:  Apply different qualities of movement.

 � Standard K.D.P.7:  Dance for and with others using established performance etiquette.

Strand: RESPOND (K.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards K.D.R.1–2).
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 � Standard K.D.R.1:  Select movements from a dance and explain how the movements 
suggest an idea.

 � Standard K.D.R.2:  Identify and demonstrate a movement within a dance, and explain 
why it is fun to watch and do.

Strand: CONNECT (K.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards K.D.CO.1–2).

 � Standard K.D.CO.1:  Recognize and name emotions experienced when watching, impro-
vising, or performing dance, and relate it to a personal experience.

 � Standard K.D.CO.2:  Describe and demonstrate movements organized around a specific 
topic.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (K.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards K.D.CR.1–5).

 � Standard K.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard K.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard K.T.CR.3:  Create a scene or play with a beginning, middle, and end.

 � Standard K.T. CR.4:  Define roles and responsibilities and participate in group decision 
making.

 � Standard K.T.CR.5:   Create character through physical movement, gesture, sound, and/or 
speech and facial expression.

Strand: PERFORM (K.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama works (Standards K.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard K.T.P.1:  Identify the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and use choices to shape believ-
able and sustainable drama/theatre work.
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 � Standard K.T.P.2:  Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and cooperatively, 
with a partner or in an ensemble.

 � Standard K.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors.

 � Standard K.T.P.4:  Use the body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard K.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, rate, 
and clarity.

 � Standard K.T.P.6:  Use imagination to support artistic choices.

 � Standard K.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard K.T.P.8:  Develop audience awareness in dramatic play and experiences.

 � Standard K.T.P.9:  Share dramatic play and guided drama experiences within the class-
room or with invited guests.

Strand: RESPOND (K.T.R)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards K.T.R.1–4). 

 � Standard K.T.R.1:   Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard K.T.R.2:   Share personal responses about classroom dramatizations and 
performances.

 � Standard K.T.R.3:  Identify what drama is and how it happens.

 � Standard K.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive feedback, using selective criteria to 
evaluate what is seen, heard, and understood in dramatizations.

Strand: CONNECT (K.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards K.T.CO.1–2).

 � Standard K.T.CO.1:  Identify similarities between story elements and personal experiences 
in dramatic play or guided drama experiences.

 � Standard K.T.CO.2:  Identify connections to other content areas in dramatic play or guided 
drama experiences.
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MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (K.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards K.M.CR.1–4).

 � Standard K.M.CR.1:  Explore music concepts of steady beat, timbre, and melody, and gen-
erate musical ideas using limited tone sets and simple meters.

 � Standard K.M.CR.2:  Demonstrate favorite musical ideas and state personal reasons for 
choosing them.

 � Standard K.M.CR.3:  Organize musical ideas using iconic notation or recordings.

 � Standard K.M.CR.4:  Apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to refine personal musical 
ideas. 

Strand: PERFORM (K.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards K.M.P.1–4).

 � Standard K.M.P.1:  Identify and discuss basic elements in music to be performed, and 
state personal interest in various performance pieces.

 � Standard K.M.P.2:  Explore the effects of various timbres, dynamic levels and tempos us-
ing voice, movement, and simple instruments.

 � Standard K.M.P.3:  Develop these skills and concepts essential to music performance:

a. Explore the range and various qualities of the voice.

b. Sing a variety of simple songs in tune.

c. Sing and identify two-note melodic patterns.

d. Perform a rhyme or song with teacher accompaniment.

e. Perform steady beat with body percussion or un-pitched 
percussion.

f. Perform beat versus rhythm.

g. Perform and identify one sound per beat and two sounds per beat.

h. Perform music with expression.

i. Respond to the conductor to start, stop, and stay together.

 � Standard K.M.P.4:  Demonstrate appropriate practice and performance behavior.
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Strand: RESPOND (K.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards K.M.R.1–4).

 � Standard K.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music while recog-
nizing steady beat, repeating patterns, and expressive elements.

 � Standard K.M.R.2:  Describe feelings conveyed by a music selection and identify ele-
ments in a music selection that elicit feelings.

 � Standard K.M.R.3:  Show feelings conveyed by music through movement.

 � Standard K.M.R.4:  Identify which of two strongly contrasting selections of music is the 
favorite, and tell why by naming the element or feeling.

Strand: CONNECT (K.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards K.M.CO.1–4).

 � Standard K.M.CO.1:  Sing folk songs and singing games from other cultures.  

 � Standard K.M.CO.2:  Describe how music relates to personal and social experience. 

 � Standard K.M.CO.3: Share a favorite song learned at home or describe a family musical 
tradition.

 � Standard K.M.CO.4:  Explore and demonstrate learning in another content area through 
music.

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (K.V.CR)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards K.V.CR.1–3).

 � Standard K.V.CR.1:  Engage in self-directed exploration and imaginative play with art ma-
terials, and engage collaboratively in creative art-making in response 
to an artistic problem.

 � Standard K.V.CR.2:  Build skills in various media and approaches to art-making; use art 
materials, tools, and equipment in a safe way; and create art that com-
municates a story about a natural or constructed environment. 

 � Standard K.V.CR.3:  Share and talk about the artwork and the process of making art while 
creating.
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Strand: PRESENT (K.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards K.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard K.V.P.1:  Select art objects for personal portfolio and display, giving explana-
tion for choices.

 � Standard K.V.P.2:  Explain the purpose of the portfolio or collection.

 � Standard K.V.P.3:  Explain what an art museum is, and distinguish how it is different from 
other buildings and venues.

Strand: RESPOND (K.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards K.V.R.1–3).

 � Standard K.V.R.1:  Recognize art, identify its uses within one’s personal environment, and 
describe what an image represents.

 � Standard K.V.R.2:  Identify subject matter and describe relevant details.

 � Standard K.V.R.3:  Explain reasons for selecting a preferred art work.

Strand: CONNECT (K.V.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards K.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard K.V.CO.1:  Explore the world using descriptive and expressive words, and create 
art that tells a story about a life experience.

 � Standard K.V.CO.2:  Recognize that people of many cultures make art, and identify a cul-
tural purpose of an artwork.
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GRADE 1
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (1.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 1.D.CR.1–4).

 � Standard 1.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to try new ideas when creating dance.

 � Standard 1.D.CR.2:  Explore movement inspired by a variety of stimuli.

 � Standard 1.D.CR.3:  Express an idea, feeling, or image while improvising a dance that has a 
beginning, middle, and end.

 � Standard 1.D.CR.4:  Respond to suggestions and change movement through guided im-
provisational experiences or short remembered sequences.

Strand: PERFORM (1.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 1.D.P.1–7). 

 � Standard 1.D.P.1:  Demonstrate moving safely through the space using a range of activi-
ties and in and out of spatial arrangements while maintaining person-
al space. 

 � Standard 1.D.P.2:  Make still and moving body shapes that show contrast.

 � Standard 1.D.P.3:  Move body parts one at a time and in a variety of combinations.

 � Standard 1.D.P.4:  Demonstrate locomotor and non-locomotor movements.

 � Standard 1.D.P.5:  Recognize a steady beat and move to varying tempos. 

 � Standard 1.D.P.6:  Demonstrate a variety of movement qualities while dancing.

 � Standard 1.D.P.7:  Dance for and with others using established performance etiquette.

Strand: RESPOND (1.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 1.D.R.1–2) .
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 � Standard 1.D.R.1:  Select movements from a dance, and explain how the movements 
suggest an idea.

 � Standard 1.D.R.2:  Identify and demonstrate movements within a dance, and describe 
the characteristics that make the movements interesting.

Strand: CONNECT (1.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 1.D.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 1.D.CO.1:  Recognize and name emotions experienced when watching, impro-
vising or performing dance, and relate it to a personal experience.

 � Standard 1.D.CO.2:  Describe and demonstrate movements organized around a specific 
topic.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (1.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards 1.T.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 1.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 1.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 1.T.CR.3:   Create a scene or play with a beginning, middle, and end.

 � Standard 1.T.CR.4:  Define roles and responsibilities and participate in group 
decision-making.

 � Standard 1.T.CR.5:  Create character through imagination, physical movement, gesture, 
sound and/or speech and facial expression.

Strand: PERFORM (1.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dramatic works (Standards 1.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 1.T.P.1:  Identify the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and use choices to shape believ-
able and sustainable dramatic work.
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 � Standard 1.T.P.2:  Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and cooperatively, 
with a partner or in an ensemble.

 � Standard 1.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors.

 � Standard 1.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard 1.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, rate, 
and clarity.

 � Standard 1.T.P.6:  Use imagination to support artistic choices.

 � Standard 1.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 1.T.P.8:  Develop audience awareness in dramatic play and experiences.

 � Standard 1.T.P.9:  Share dramatic play and guided drama experiences within the class-
room or with invited guests.

Strand: RESPOND (1.T.R)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 1.T.R.1–4).

 � Standard 1.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard 1.T.R.2:  Share personal responses about classroom dramatizations and 
performances.

 � Standard 1.T.R.3:  Identify what drama is and how it happens.

 � Standard 1.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive feedback, and use selective criteria to 
evaluate what is seen, heard, and understood in dramatizations.

Strand: CONNECT (1.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 1.T.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 1.T.CO.1:  Identify similarities between story elements and personal experiences 
in dramatic play or guided drama experiences.

 � Standard 1.T.CO.2:  Identify connections to other content areas in dramatic play or guided 
drama experiences.
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MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (1.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 1.M.CR.1–4).

 � Standard 1.M.CR.1:  Generate musical ideas for a specific purpose using limited tone sets 
and simple meters.

 � Standard 1.M.CR.2:  Demonstrate and discuss personal reasons for choosing favorite musi-
cal ideas. 

 � Standard 1.M.CR.3:  Organize personal musical ideas using iconic notation or recordings.

 � Standard 1.M.CR.4:  Apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to refine personal musical 
ideas. 

Strand: PERFORM (1.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 1.M.P.1–4).

 � Standard 1.M.P.1:  State personal interest in various music selections to be performed, 
and discuss basic elements of music to be performed.

 � Standard 1.M.P.2:  Explore the effects of various timbres, dynamic levels and tempos, us-
ing voice, movement, and simple instruments.

 � Standard 1.M.P.3:  Develop techniques and concepts to refine work for presentation by:

a. Exploring the range and various qualities of the voice.

b. Singing a variety of simple songs.

c. Responding to visual representations of melodic contour and pitch 
patterns.

d. Performing a rhyme or song with one rhythmic ostinato.

e. Performing beat versus rhythm.

f. Responding with body percussion, voice, or simple instruments to 
visual representation of rhythm patterns.

g. Demonstrating persistence and cooperation in refining perfor-
mance pieces.

 � Standard 1.M.P.4:  Watch and follow the conductor to start, stop, and stay together, and 
demonstrate appropriate performance behavior.
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Strand: RESPOND (1.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 1.M.R.1–3).

 � Standard 1.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music while recog-
nizing steady beat, repeating patterns, and expressive elements.

 � Standard 1.M.R.2:  Describe feelings conveyed by a music selection, identify elements in 
a music selection that elicit feelings, show feelings conveyed by music 
through movement, and predict the use of a music selection.

 � Standard 1.M.R.3:  Identify which of two strongly contrasting selections of music is the 
favorite, and tell why by naming the element or feeling.

Strand: CONNECT (1.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 1.M.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 1.M.CO.1:  Describe how music relates to personal experience, use life experience 
and additional content knowledge to inspire and respond to music, 
and deepen understanding of another content area through music.

 � Standard 1.M.CO.2:  Sing folk songs and singing games from other cultures, and share a 
favorite song learned at home or describe a musical family tradition. 

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (1.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards 1.V.CR.1–3).

 � Standard 1.V.CR.1:  Engage collaboratively in exploration and imaginative play with art 
materials, and use observation and investigation in preparation for 
making a work of art.

 � Standard 1.V.CR.2:  Explore the use of materials and tools to create works of art or design; 
use art materials, tools, and equipment in a safe way; and identify and 
classify uses of everyday objects through drawings, diagrams, sculp-
tures, or other visual means.

 � Standard 1.V.CR.3:  Use art vocabulary to describe choices while creating art.
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Strand: PRESENT (1.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 1.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 1.V.P.1:  Explain why some objects, artifacts, and artworks are valued over 
others.

 � Standard 1.V.P.2:  Ask and answer questions such as where, when, why, and how art-
work should be prepared for presentation or preservation.

 � Standard 1.V.P.3:  Identify the roles and responsibilities of people who work in and visit 
museums and other art venues.

Strand: RESPOND (1.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 1.V.R.1–3).

 � Standard 1.V.R.1:  Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences 
of one’s self and others, and compare images that represent the same 
subject.

 � Standard 1.V.R.2:  Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the char-
acteristics of form.

 � Standard 1.V.R.3:  Classify artwork based on different reasons for preferences.

Strand: CONNECT (1.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 1.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 1.V.CO.1:  Identify times, places, and reasons by which students make art outside 
of school.

 � Standard 1.V.CO.2:  Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical 
context to deepen understanding that people from different times 
and places have made art for a variety of reasons.
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GRADE 2
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (2.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 2.D.CR.1–4).

 � Standard 2.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to work with partners when creating dance.

 � Standard 2.D.CR.2:  Explore movement inspired by a variety of stimuli.

 � Standard 2.D.CR.3:  Express an idea, feeling, or image while improvising a dance that has a  
beginning, middle, and end. 

 � Standard 2.D.CR.4:  Reflect on movement choices and change movement through guided 
improvisational experiences or short remembered sequences.

Strand: PERFORM (2.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 2.D.P.1–7).

 � Standard 2.D.P.1:  Move safely in general space through a range of activities and group 
formations while maintaining personal space.

 � Standard 2.D.P.2:  Identify symmetrical and asymmetrical body shapes. 

 � Standard 2.D.P.3:  Move body parts one at a time and in a variety of combinations.

 � Standard 2.D.P.4:  Demonstrate clear pathways and intent when performing locomotor 
and non-locomotor movements.

 � Standard 2.D.P.5:  Identify and demonstrate contrasts in tempo and rhythm through 
movement.

 � Standard 2.D.P.6:  Demonstrate a variety of movement qualities while dancing.

 � Standard 2.D.P.7:  Dance for and with others using performance etiquette where the 
audience and performers occupy different space, and use limited pro-
duction elements.
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Strand: RESPOND (2.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 2.D.R.1–2).

 � Standard 2.D.R.1:  Use basic dance terminology to describe how movement suggests an 
idea. 

 � Standard 2.D.R.2:  Describe the characteristics of dances from a genre or culture that 
make the movements interesting, giving reasons for the choices of 
movement.

Strand: CONNECT (2.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 2.D.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 2.D.CO.1:  Observe a work of visual art asking questions for discussion, then 
describe and express through movement something of interest about 
the artwork.

 � Standard 2.D.CO.2:  Observe a dance and relate the movement to the people or environ-
ment in which the dance was created and performed.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (2.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dramatic works (Standards 2.T.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 2.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 2.R.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mode, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 2.T.CR.3:  Create a scene or play with a beginning, middle, and end.

 � Standard 2.T.CR.4:  Define roles and responsibilities and participate in group decision 
making.

 � Standard 2.T.CR.5:  Create character through physical movement, gesture, sound 
and/or speech and facial expression based on stories or through 
improvisation.
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Strand: PERFORM (2.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dramatic works (Standards 2.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 2.T.P.1:  Identify the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and use choices to shape believ-
able and sustainable drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 2.T.P.2:  Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and cooperatively, 
with a partner or in an ensemble.

 � Standard 2.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors.

 � Standard 2.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard 2.T.P. 5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, rate, 
and clarity.

 � Standard 2.T.P.6:  Use imagination to support artistic choices.

 � Standard 2.T.P.7:  Select materials to be use for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 2.T.P.8:  Develop audience awareness in dramatic play and experiences.

 � Standard 2.T.P.9:   Share dramatic play and guided drama experiences within the class-
room or with invited guests.

Strand: RESPOND (2.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 2.T.R.1–4).

 � Standard 2.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard 2.T.R.2:  Share personal responses about classroom dramatizations and 
performances.

 � Standard 2.T.R.3:  Identify what drama is and how it happens.

 � Standard 2.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive feedback; and use selective criteria to 
evaluate what is seen, heard, and understood in dramatizations.
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Strand: CONNECT (2.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 2.T.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 2.T.CO.1:  Identify similarities between story elements and personal experiences 
in dramatic play or guided drama experiences.

 � Standard 2.T.CO.2:  Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, genres and 
styles, and identify connections to other content areas in dramatic 
play and guided drama experiences.

MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (2.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 2.M.CR.1–3).

 � Standard 2.M.CR.1:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas for a spe-
cific purpose using limited tone sets and simple meters.

 � Standard 2.M.CR.2:  Demonstrate and discuss personal reasons for selecting patterns and 
ideas to represent expressive intent, and organize personal musical 
ideas using iconic notation or recordings.

 � Standard 2.M.CR.3:  Interpret and apply personal, peer, and teacher feedback to revise 
personal musical ideas, and convey expressive intent for a specific 
purpose in a final version of personal musical ideas.

Strand: PERFORM (2.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 2.M.P.1–11)

 � Standard 2.M.P.1:  State personal interest in and purpose of various music selections to 
be performed.

 � Standard 2.M.P.2:  Discuss basic elements of music to be performed.

 � Standard 2.M.P.3:  Explore the effects of various timbres, dynamic levels, and tempos us-
ing voice, movement, and simple instruments.

 � Standard 2.M.P.4:  Sing folk, traditional, and call-and-response songs in tune, using a 
natural, unstrained voice.

 � Standard 2.M.P.5:  Respond to visual representations of melodic contour and simple 
melody patterns.
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 � Standard 2.M.P.6:  Perform simple two-part rounds and rhythmic or melodic ostinatos.

 � Standard 2.M.P.7:  Perform and identify beat versus rhythm, patterns of strong and weak 
beats, and short, simple rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 2.M.P.8:  Respond with body percussion, voice or simple instruments to visual 
representations of rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 2.M.P.9:  Respond to dynamics symbols of piano and forte.

 � Standard 2.M.P.10:  Demonstrate persistence and cooperation in refining performance 
pieces.

 � Standard 2.M.P.11:  Perform music with a specific purpose, expression, and technical ac-
curacy; watch and follow the conductor to perform dynamics and to 
start, stop, and stay together; and demonstrate appropriate perfor-
mance behavior.

Strand: RESPOND (2.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 2.M.R.1–3).

 � Standard 2.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music while rec-
ognizing form, meter, beat versus rhythm, timbre, mood, dynamics, 
tempo, and melody.

 � Standard 2.M.R.2:  Describe imagery conveyed by a music selection, identify elements in 
a music selection that elicit feelings or inspire imagery, show feelings 
conveyed by music through movement or drawing, and predict the 
use of a music selection.

 � Standard 2.M.R.3:  Choose, individually or as a class, which piece is most interesting, and 
identify elements that elicit interest in music selections. 

Strand: CONNECT (2.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 2.M.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 2.M.CO.1:  Describe how music relates to personal, social, emotional, and in-
tellectual development, use life experience and additional content 
knowledge to inspire and respond to music, and deepen understand-
ing of another content area through music.

 � Standard 2.M.CO.2:  Explore common genres across cultures, and share a favorite song 
learned at home or describe a musical family tradition.
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VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (2.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection and evaluation 
(Standards 2.V.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 2.V.CR.1:  Brainstorm multiple approaches to an art or design problem, and 
make art or design with various materials and tools to explore per-
sonal interests, questions, and curiosity.

 � Standard 2.V.CR.2:  Experiment with various materials and tools to explore personal inter-
est in a work of art or design.

 � Standard 2.V.CR.3:  Demonstrate safe procedures for using and cleaning art tools, equip-
ment, and studio spaces.

 � Standard 2.V.CR.4:  Repurpose objects to make something new.

 � Standard 2.V.CR.5:  Discuss and reflect with peers about choices made in creating 
artwork.

Strand: PRESENT (2.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 2.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 2.V.P.1:  Categorize artwork based on a theme or concept for an exhibit.

 � Standard 2.V.P.2:  Distinguish between different materials or artistic techniques for pre-
paring artwork for presentation.

 � Standard 2.V.P.3:  Analyze how art exhibited inside and outside of schools (such as in 
museums, galleries, virtual spaces, and other venues) contributes to 
communities.

Strand: RESPOND (2.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 2.V.R.1–3).

 � Standard 2.V.R.1:  Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world 
and constructed environments, and categorize images based on ex-
pressive properties.

 � Standard 2.V.R.2:  Identify the mood suggested by a work of art and describe relevant 
subject matter and characteristics of form.
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 � Standard 2.V.R.3:  Use learned art vocabulary to express preferences about artwork.

Strand: CONNECT (2.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 2.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 2.V.CO.1:  Create works of art about events in home, school, or community life.

 � Standard 2.V.CO.2:   Compare and contrast cultural uses of artwork from different times 
and places.
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GRADE 3
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (3.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 3.D.CR.1–4).

 � Standard 3.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to take turns leading and following when 
creating dance with others.

 � Standard 3.D.CR.2:  Experiment with a variety of self-identified stimuli for movement, and 
explore a given movement problem by improvising, selecting, and 
demonstrating possible solutions.

 � Standard 3.D.CR.3:  Improvise and create a dance phrase, alone or with others, that ex-
presses and communicates an idea or feeling.

 � Standard 3.D.CR.4:  Identify and experiment with ways to manipulate a dance phrase, 
discuss the effect of movement choices, and revise in response to 
feedback.

Strand: PERFORM (3.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 3.D.P.1–9).

 � Standard 3.D.P.1:  Cooperate with a partner or other dancers to safely change lev-
els, directions, and pathway designs in near-, mid-, and far-range 
movement.

 � Standard 3.D.P.2:  Demonstrate shapes with positive and negative space.

 � Standard 3.D.P.3:  Replicate body shapes, movement characteristics, and movement pat-
terns with self-awareness and body control. 

 � Standard 3.D.P.4:  Combine locomotor and non-locomotor movements for skill 
development.

 � Standard 3.D.P.5:  Respond in movement to even and uneven rhythms.

 � Standard 3.D.P.6:  Identify, perform and describe movements and phrases with contrast-
ing energy and dynamics.
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 � Standard 3.D.P.7:  Recall movement sequences with a partner or in group dance 
activities.

 � Standard 3.D.P.8:  Apply constructive feedback from teacher, peers, and self to improve 
dance skills.  

 � Standard 3.D.P.9:  Use performance etiquette and performance practices during class, 
rehearsal, and performance and explore simple production elements 
and vocabulary.

Strand: RESPOND (3.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 3.D.R.1–2).

 � Standard 3.D.R.1:  Use basic terminology to describe movement characteristics and pat-
terns, select specific movement cues, and explain how they relate to 
the main idea of the dance.

 � Standard 3.D.R.2:  Select dance movements from specific genres, styles or cultures, and 
identify and describe the movement characteristics that make dance 
artistic. Discuss why the movements were chosen. 

Strand: CONNECT (3.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 3.D.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 3.D.CO.1:  Respond to a dance work using a set of questions, create movement 
using ideas from responses, and explain how certain movements ex-
press a specific idea.

 � Standard 3.D.CO.2:  Connect a work of dance with a personal experience. 

 � Standard 3.D.CO.3:  Find a relationship between movement in a dance and the culture 
where it originated; explain what the movements communicate about 
key aspects of the culture.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (3.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dramatic works (Standards 3.T.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 3.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.
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 � Standard 3.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 3.T.CR.3:  Write or record simple dramas that include the five Ws of who, what, 
where, when and why.

 � Standard 3.T.CR.4:  Define roles, identify responsibilities, and participate in group decision 
making.

 � Standard 3.T.CR.5:  Create character through imagination, physical movement, ges-
ture, sound and/or speech and facial expression based on stories or 
through improvisation.

Strand: PERFORM (3.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama works (Standards 3.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 3.T.P.1:  Identify the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and discover how choices shape 
believable and sustainable drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 3.T.P.2:  Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and cooperatively, 
with a partner or in an ensemble.

 � Standard 3.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors.

 � Standard 3.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard 3.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, rate, 
and clarity.

 � Standard 3.T.P.6:  Use imagination to support artistic choices.

 � Standard 3.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 3.T.P.8:  Develop audience awareness using and understanding stage direc-
tions and basic blocking techniques.

 � Standard 3.T.P.9:  Share dramatic play and guided drama experiences within the class-
room or with invited guests.

Strand: RESPOND (3.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 3.T.R.1–4).
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 � Standard 3.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard 3.T.R.2:  Share personal responses about classroom dramatizations and 
performances.

 � Standard 3.T.R.3:  Identify what drama is and how it happens.

 � Standard 3.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive feedback and use selective criteria to 
evaluate what is seen, heard, and understood in dramatizations

Strand: CONNECT (3.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 3.T.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 3.T.CO.1:  Identify similarities between story elements and personal experiences 
in dramatic play or guided drama experiences.

 � Standard 3.T.CO.2:  Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, genres, and 
styles; and identify historical, global, and social issues and connect 
them through a drama/theatre work.

MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (3.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 3.M.CR.1–3).

 � Standard 3.M.CR.1:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas for a spe-
cific purpose using a specific tone set and simple meters.

 � Standard 3.M.CR.2:  Select and demonstrate musical ideas to express intent while con-
necting to purpose and context, and organize personal musical ideas 
using iconic notation or recordings to combine and/or sequence 
personal rhythmic and melodic ideas.

 � Standard 3.M.CR.3:  Evaluate and refine work, apply teacher-provided criteria and collab-
oratively developed guidelines and feedback, and present the final 
version of created music and describe connection to expressive intent.

Strand: PERFORM (3.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 3.M.P.1–11).
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 � Standard 3.M.P.1:  Explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by per-
sonal interest, purpose, and context.

 � Standard 3.M.P.2:  Explore the effects of various dynamic levels, tempos, and 
articulations.

 � Standard 3.M.P.3:  With guidance, discuss and explore expressive elements in music to be 
performed.

 � Standard 3.M.P.4:  Sing folk, traditional, and call-and-response songs in tune, with good 
vocal tone.

 � Standard 3.M.P.5:  Respond to visual representations of melodic contour and simple 
melody patterns.

 � Standard 3.M.P.6:  Perform two- and three-part pentatonic rounds, partner songs, and 
rhythmic or pentatonic ostinatos.

 � Standard 3.M.P.7:  Perform and identify rhythm patterns in two-, three-, and four-beat 
meters using body percussion, voice, and simple instruments.

 � Standard 3.M.P.8:  Respond with body percussion, voice, or simple instruments to visual 
representation of rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 3.M.P.9:  Respond to musical terms and markings for tempo.

 � Standard 3.M.P.10:  Demonstrate persistence and cooperation in refining performance 
pieces.

 � Standard 3.M.P.11:  Perform music with expression, technical accuracy and appropriate in-
terpretation; watch and respond to the conductor to perform dynam-
ics and start, stop, and stay together; and demonstrate performance 
decorum.

Strand: RESPOND (3.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 3.M.R.1–8).

 � Standard 3.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music.

 � Standard 3.M.R.2:  Recognize form, meter, beat versus rhythm, timbre, mood, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, texture and harmony/tonality.

 � Standard 3.M.R.3:  Demonstrate audience etiquette appropriate for the context and 
venue.

 � Standard 3.M.R.4:  Describe feelings or imagery conveyed by a music selection. 

 � Standard 3.M.R.5:  Identify and describe elements that make contrasting music selections 
different from each other. 
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 � Standard 3.M.R.6:  Explore/express feelings conveyed by a music selection through 
movement or drawing.

 � Standard 3.M.R.7:  Compare personal interpretation of a music selection with composer’s 
intent.

 � Standard 3.M.R.8:  Choose, individually or as a class, which piece is most interesting, and 
identify elements which elicit interest in music selections.

Strand: CONNECT (3.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 3.M.R.1–2).

 � Standard 3.M.R.1:  Describe how music relates to personal, social, emotional, and in-
tellectual development; use life experience and additional content 
knowledge to inspire and respond to music and deepen understand-
ing of another content area through music.

 � Standard 3.M.R.2:  Explore common genres across cultures, and share a favorite song 
learned at home or describe a musical family tradition.

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (3.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards 3.V.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 3.V.CR.1:  Elaborate on an imaginative idea and apply knowledge of available re-
sources, tools, and technologies to investigate personal ideas through 
the art-making process.

 � Standard 3.V.CR.2:  Create a personally satisfying artwork using a variety of artistic pro-
cesses and materials.

 � Standard 3.V.CR.3:  Demonstrate an understanding of the safe and proficient use of mate-
rials, tools, and equipment for a variety of artistic processes.

 � Standard 3.V.CR.4:  Individually or collaboratively construct representations, diagrams, or 
maps of places that are part of everyday life.

 � Standard 3.V.CR.5:  Elaborate visual information by adding details in an artwork to en-
hance meaning.



G
RA

D
E 3   |   27

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

Strand: PRESENT (3.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 3.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 3.V.P.1:  Investigate and discuss possibilities and limitations of spaces, includ-
ing electronic, for exhibiting artwork.

 � Standard 3.V.P.2:  Identify exhibit space and prepare works of art, including artists’ state-
ments, for presentation.

 � Standard 3.V.P.3:  Identify and explain how and where different cultures record and il-
lustrate stories and history of life through art.

Strand: RESPOND (3.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 3.V.R.1–3).

 � Standard 3.V.R.1:  Contemplate about the processes an artist uses to create a work of art, 
and determine messages communicated by an image.

 � Standard 3.V.R.2:  Analyze use of media to create subject matter, characteristics of form 
and mood.

 � Standard 3.V.R.3:  Evaluate an artwork based on given criteria.

Strand: CONNECT (3.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 3.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 3.V.CO.1:  Develop a work of art based on observations of surroundings.

 � Standard 3.V.C0.2:  Recognize that responses to art change, depending on knowledge of 
the time and place in which it was made.
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GRADE 4
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (4.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work.  They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 4.D.CR.1–5).

� Standard 4.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to listen to others’ ideas and cooperate when
creating dance.

� Standard 4.D.CR.2:  Identify ideas for choreography generated from a variety of stimuli to
solve given movement problems.

� Standard 4.D.CR.3:  Develop a dance study, alone or with others, that expresses and com-
municates a main idea.

� Standard 4.D.CR.4:  Manipulate and expand movement possibilities to create a variety of
movement patterns and structures, and discuss the reasons for move-
ment choices and the effectiveness of movement choices. 

� Standard 4.D.CR.5:  Revise movement based on peer feedback and self-reflection to im-
prove a short dance study and explain the changes made.

Strand: PERFORM (4.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 4.D.P.1–10).

� Standard 4.D.P.1:  Establish spatial relationships with other dancers while safely using
levels, directions, focus, and pathway designs in near-, mid-, and far-
range movement. 

� Standard 4.D.P.2:  Make still and moving shapes with positive and negative space.

� Standard 4.D.P.3:  Analyze and demonstrate how body parts align for safe and effi-
cient movement in activities that extend range of movement, build 
strength, and develop endurance.

� Standard 4.D.P.4:  Demonstrate fundamental dance skills through locomotor and non-
locomotor sequences.

� Standard 4.D.P.5:  Differentiate and perform movement with metric and irregular phras-
ing and respond to tempo changes as they occur in dance and music.
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 � Standard 4.D.P.6:  Analyze, describe, and perform movement phrases using contrasting 
energy and dynamic changes.

 � Standard 4.D.P.7:  Recall and replicate movement sequences with a partner or in group 
dance activities.

 � Standard 4.D.P.8:  Apply constructive feedback from teacher, peers, and self to improve 
dance performance. 

 � Standard 4.D.P.9:  Use performance etiquette and performance practices during class, 
rehearsal, and in formal and informal performance spaces.

 � Standard 4.D.P.10:  Identify, explore, and experiment with a variety of production ele-
ments to heighten the artistic intent and audience experience.

Strand: RESPOND (4.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 4.D.R.1–2).

 � Standard 4.D.R.1:  Use basic dance terminology to describe patterns of movement that 
create a style or theme.

 � Standard 4.D.R.2:  Discuss the characteristics that make a dance artistic. 

Strand: CONNECT (4.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 4.D.CO.1–2, 4).

 � Standard 4.D.CO.1:  Explain how the main idea of a dance is similar to or different from 
one’s own experiences, relationships, ideas, or perspectives.

 � Standard 4.D.CO.2:  Select a topic of study in school and develop research questions to ex-
plore, then choreograph movements that relate key aspects about the 
topic that communicate the information; discuss what was learned 
from researching the question and creating the dance.

 � Standard 4.D.CO.4:  Select and describe movements in a specific genre or style, and 
explain how the movements relate to the culture, society, historical 
period, or community from which the dance originated.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (4.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards 4.T.CR.1–7).
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 � Standard 4.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.3:  Write or record simple dramas that include the five Ws of who, what, 
where, when and why.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.4:  Define roles, identify responsibilities, and participate in group deci-
sion making.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.5:  Create character through imagination, physical movement, gesture, 
sound and/or speech and facial expression.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.6:  Develop dialogue and actions that focus on the development and 
resolution of dramatic conflicts.

 � Standard 4.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary to 
refine and revise.

Strand: PERFORM (4.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama works (Standards 4.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 4.T.P.1:  Analyze the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and use choices to shape believ-
able and sustainable drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 4.T.P.2:  Demonstrate the ability to work effectively alone and cooperatively, 
with a partner or in an ensemble.

 � Standard 4.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors throughout a 
scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard 4.T.P.4:  Communicate meaning using the body through space, shape, energy 
and gesture.

 � Standard 4.T.P.5:  Communicate meaning using the voice through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate, and clarity.

 � Standard 4.T.P.6:  Use imagination to support artistic choices.

 � Standard 4.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 4.T.P.8:  Develop audience awareness using and understanding stage direc-
tions and basic blocking techniques.

 � Standard 4.T.P.9:   Perform a variety of dramatic works for peers or invited audiences.
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Strand: RESPOND (4.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 4.T.R.1–5).

 � Standard 4.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard 4.T.R.2:  Share personal responses about classroom dramatizations and 
performances.

 � Standard 4.T.R.3:  Identify what drama is and how it happens.

 � Standard 4.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive feedback, analyze and describe 
strengths and weaknesses of own work.

 � Standard 4.T.R.5:  Use selective criteria to evaluate what is seen, heard, and understood 
in dramatizations.

Strand: CONNECT (4.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 4.T.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 4.T.CO.1:  Identify similarities between story elements and personal experiences 
in dramatic play or guided drama experiences.

 � Standard 4.T.CO.2:  Read, listen to, and tell stories from a variety of cultures, genres, and 
styles;  identify the characters, setting, plot, theme and conflict in 
these plays and stories; and identify historical, global, and social issues 
connecting them through a drama/theatre work.

MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (4.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 4.M.CR.1–6).

 � Standard 4.M.CR.1:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas.

 � Standard 4.M.CR.2:  Explain the connection of musical ideas to specific purpose and 
context.

 � Standard 4.M.CR.3:  Generate musical ideas using specific tonalities, meters and simple 
chord changes.

 � Standard 4.M.CR.4:  Select and demonstrate musical ideas to express intent while con-
necting to purpose and context.
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 � Standard 4.M.CR.5:  Organize personal musical ideas using iconic notation or recordings to 
combine and/or sequence personal rhythmic and melodic ideas.

 � Standard 4.M.CR.6:  Evaluate and refine work; apply teacher-provided criteria and collab-
oratively developed guidelines and feedback; and present the final 
version of created music and describe connection to expressive intent.

Strand: PERFORM (4.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 4.M.P.1–11).

 � Standard 4.M.P.1:  Explain how the selection of music to perform is influenced by per-
sonal interest, purpose, context and knowledge and skills.

 � Standard 4.M.P.2:  Explore the effects of various dynamic levels, tempos, and 
articulations.

 � Standard 4.M.P.3:  Discuss and explore, with guidance, expressive elements in music to 
be performed.

 � Standard 4.M.P.4:  Sing folk, traditional, and call-and-response songs in tune, with good 
vocal tone and clear diction.

 � Standard 4.M.P.5:  Respond to visual representations of melodic contour and simple 
melody patterns.

 � Standard 4.M.P.6:  Perform two- and three-part pentatonic rounds, partner songs and 
rhythmic or pentatonic ostinatos.

 � Standard 4.M.P.7:  Perform and identify rhythm patterns in two-, three-, and four-beat 
meters using body percussion, voice and simple instruments.

 � Standard 4.M.P.8:  Respond with body percussion, voice, or simple instruments to visual 
representation of rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 4.M.P.9:  Respond to musical terms and markings for tempo.

 � Standard 4.M.P.10:  Demonstrate persistence and cooperation in refining performance 
pieces.

 � Standard 4.M.P.11:  Perform music with expression, technical accuracy and appropriate in-
terpretation; watch and respond to the conductor to perform dynam-
ics and start, stop, and stay together; and demonstrate performance 
decorum.

Strand: RESPOND (4.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 4.M.R.1–8).
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 � Standard 4.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music.

 � Standard 4.M.R.2:  Recognize form, meter, beat versus rhythm, timbre, mood, dynamics, 
tempo, melody, texture and harmony/tonality.

 � Standard 4.M.R.3:  Demonstrate audience etiquette appropriate for the context and 
venue.

 � Standard 4.M.R.4:  Describe feelings or imagery conveyed by a music selection.

 � Standard 4.M.R.5:  Identify and describe elements that make contrasting music selec-
tions different from each other. 

 � Standard 4.M.R.6:  Explore/express feelings conveyed by a music selection through 
movement or drawing.

 � Standard 4.M.R.7:  Compare personal interpretation of a music selection with composer’s 
intent.

 � Standard 4.M.R.8:  Describe elements and characteristics evident in a meaningful, en-
joyable, well-performed piece of music, and apply teacher-provided 
criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.

Strand: CONNECT (4.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 4.M.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 4.M.CO.1:  Describe how music relates to personal, social, emotional, and intel-
lectual development.

 � Standard 4.M.CO.2:  Draw upon interests, knowledge, and skills developed to inspire and 
inform the creation, performance, and appreciation of music, and 
deepen understanding of another content area through music.

 � Standard 4.M.CO.3:  Experience and explore music which connects us to history, culture, 
heritage, and community, and identify connections between a music 
genre and cultural or historical contexts.

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (4.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards 4.V.CR.1–4).
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 � Standard 4.V.CR.1:  Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or design problem.

 � Standard 4.V.CR.2:  Collaboratively set goals and create an artwork that is meaningful and 
shows the intent of the makers.

 � Standard 4.V.CR.3:  Explore and invent art-making techniques and approaches by utiliz-
ing and caring for materials, tools, and equipment in a manner that 
prevents danger to oneself and others when making art, and by 
documenting, describing, and representing regional constructed 
environments.

 � Standard 4.V.CR.4:  Revise artwork in progress on the basis of insights gained through 
peer discussion.

Strand: PRESENT (4.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 4.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 4.V.P.1:  Analyze how past, present, and emerging technologies have affected 
the preservation and presentation of artwork.

 � Standard 4.V.P.2:  Analyze the various considerations for presenting and protecting art 
in various locations, indoor or outdoor settings, in temporary or per-
manent forms, and in physical or digital formats.

 � Standard 4.V.P.3:  Compare and contrast purposes of art museums, art galleries, and 
other venues, as well as the types of personal experiences they 
provide.

Strand: RESPOND (4.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 4.V.R.1–4).

 � Standard 4.V.R.1:  Compare responses to a work of art before and after working in simi-
lar media.

 � Standard 4.V.R.2:  Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages.

 � Standard 4.V.R.3:  Refer to contextual information and analyze relevant subject matter, 
characteristics of form, and use of media.

 � Standard 4.V.R.4:  Apply one set of criteria to evaluate more than one work of art.
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Strand: CONNECT (4.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 4.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 4.V.CO.1:  Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.

 � Standard 4.V.CO.2:  Through observation, infer information about the time, place, and 
culture in which a work of art was created. 



G
RA

D
E 5   |   37

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

GRADE 5
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (5.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 5.D.CR.1–5).

 � Standard 5.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate willingness to try new ideas, methods, and approaches 
when creating dance.

 � Standard 5.D.CR.2:  Use a variety of stimuli and solve multiple movement problems to 
develop choreographic content.

 � Standard 5.D.CR.3:  Develop a dance study, creating original movement that expresses 
and communicates a main idea.

 � Standard 5.D.CR.4:  Manipulate and expand movement possibilities to create a variety of 
movement patterns and structures, and explain the reasons for and 
effectiveness of movement choices.

 � Standard 5.D.CR. 5:  Explore feedback from others to expand choreographic possibilities 
for a short dance study that communicates artistic intent, and explain 
the changes made.

Strand: PERFORM (5.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 5.D.P.1–10).

 � Standard 5.D.P.1:  Establish spatial relationships with other dancers while safely using 
levels, directions, focus, and pathway designs in near-, mid-, and far-
range movement. 

 � Standard 5.D.P.2:  Integrate still and moving shapes and floor and air pathways into 
dance sequences.

 � Standard 5.D.P.3:  Develop self-awareness and apply safe movement principles and 
practices and discuss how these practices promote strength, flexibility, 
endurance, and injury prevention.

 � Standard 5.D.P.4:  Recall and execute a series of dance phrases using fundamental dance 
skills.
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 � Standard 5.D.P.5:  Differentiate and perform movement with metric and irregular phras-
ing and accents; respond to tempo changes as they occur in dance 
and music.

 � Standard 5.D.P.6:  Analyze, refine and perform movement phrases using contrasting 
energy and dynamic changes.

 � Standard 5.D.P.7:  Collaborate with peer ensemble members to repeat sequences, syn-
chronize actions, and refine spatial relationships to improve perfor-
mance quality.

 � Standard 5.D.P.8:  Apply feedback from self and others to establish personal perfor-
mance goals.

 � Standard 5.D.P.9:  Use performance etiquette and practices during class, rehearsal, and 
in formal and informal performance spaces.

 � Standard 5.D.P.10:  Identify, explore, and select production elements to heighten and in-
tensify the artistic intent of a dance and that are adaptable for various 
performance spaces.

Strand: RESPOND (5.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 5.D.R.1–2).

 � Standard 5.D.R.1:  Use basic dance terminology to describe patterns of movement that 
create a style or theme.

 � Standard 5.D.R.2:  Define the characteristics that make a dance artistic and meaningful; 
talk about why these characteristics were chosen, and apply those 
criteria to dances observed or preformed in a specific genre, style, or 
cultural movement practice.

Strand: CONNECT (5.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 5.D.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 5.D.CO.1:  Compare and contrast two dances with different themes, discuss feel-
ings and ideas evoked by each, and relate to personal experience.

 � Standard 5.D.CO.2:  Select a topic of study in school and research how other art forms 
have expressed the topic, then create a dance study that expresses 
the idea.
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 � Standard 5.D.CO.3:  Describe how the movement characteristics and qualities of a dance 
in a specific genre or style communicate the ideas and perspectives of 
the culture, historical period, or community from which the genre or 
style originated.

DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (5.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards 5.T.CR.1–7).

 � Standard 5.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.3:  Write or record simple dramas that include the five Ws of who, what, 
where, when, and why.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.4:  Define roles, identify responsibilities, and participate in group decision 
making.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.5:  Create character through physical movement, gesture, sound and/or 
speech and facial expression with age-appropriate outcomes.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.6:  Develop dialogue and actions that focus on the development and 
resolution of dramatic conflicts.

 � Standard 5.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary to 
refine and revise.

Strand: PERFORM (5.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dramatic works (Standards 5.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 5.T.P.1:  Analyze the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure and use choices to enhance the 
story in a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 5.T.P.2:  Perform as a productive and responsible member of an acting ensem-
ble in both rehearsal and performance situations.

 � Standard 5.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors throughout a 
scripted or improvised scene.
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 � Standard 5.T.P.4:  Communicate meaning using the body through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard 5.T.P.5:  Communicate meaning using the voice through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate, and clarity.

 � Standard 5.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.

 � Standard 5.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 5.T.P.8: Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of stage 
spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and basic blocking 
techniques.

 � Standard 5.T.P.9:  Perform a variety of dramatic works for peers or invited audiences.

Strand: RESPOND (5.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 5.T.R.1–6).

 � Standard 5.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately.

 � Standard 5.T.R.2:  Justify responses based on personal experiences when participating 
in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 5.T.R.3:  Identify how the intended purpose of a drama/theatre work appeals 
to a specific audience.

 � Standard 5.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive and supportive feedback; analyze and 
describe strengths and weaknesses of own work.

 � Standard 5.T.R.5:  Articulate and justifying criteria to evaluate what is seen, heard, and 
understood in classroom dramatizations and dramatic performances.

 � Standard 5.T.R.6:  Recognize and share artistic choices when participating in or observ-
ing a drama/theatre work.

Strand: CONNECT (5.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 5.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 5.T.CO.1:  Explain how drama connects oneself to one’s community or culture.

 � Standard 5.T.CO.2:  Read plays and stories from a variety of cultures and historical periods 
and identify the characters, setting, plot, theme, and conflict to better 
understand performance and design choices.
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 � Standard 5.T.CO.3:  Investigate universal or common social issues and express them 
through a drama/theatre work.

MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (5.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 5.M.CR.1–7).

 � Standard 5.M.CR.1:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas. 

 � Standard 5.M.CR.2:  Explain the connection to specific purpose and context.

 � Standard 5.M.CR.3:  Generate musical ideas using specific tonalities, meters and simple 
chord changes.

 � Standard 5.M.CR.4:  Select and demonstrate developed musical ideas for improvisations, 
arrangements, or compositions, and explain intent and connection to 
purpose and context.

 � Standard 5.M.CR.5:  Organize personal musical ideas using iconic notation or recordings to 
combine and/or sequence personal rhythmic, melodic and harmonic 
ideas.

 � Standard 5.M.CR.6:  Evaluate and refine work, applying teacher-provided criteria and col-
laboratively developed guidelines. 

 � Standard 5.M.CR.7:  Present the final version of created music and explain expressive 
intent.

Strand: PERFORM (5.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 5.M.P.1–11).

 � Standard 5.M.P.1:  Explain how the selection of performance music is influenced by per-
sonal interest, purpose, context, knowledge, and skills.

 � Standard 5.M.P.2:  Explore and demonstrate possible interpretations of a piece by vary-
ing tempo, dynamics, timbre, articulations and/or phrasing.

 � Standard 5.M.P.3:  Discuss and explore, with guidance, expressive elements in music to 
be performed.

 � Standard 5.M.P.4:  Sing folk, traditional, and rounds in tune, with good vocal tone and 
clear diction.

 � Standard 5.M.P.5:  Respond to visual representations of melodic patterns using penta-
tonic and diatonic scales.
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 � Standard 5.M.P.6:  Perform two- and three-part rounds, partner songs, descants, and 
layered ostinatos.

 � Standard 5.M.P.7:  Perform and identify rhythm patterns in two-, three-, and four-beat 
meters using body percussion, voice, and simple instruments.

 � Standard 5.M.P.8:  Respond with body percussion, voice, or simple instruments to visual 
representations of rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 5.M.P.9:  Respond to musical terms and markings for tempo and dynamics.

 � Standard 5.M.P.10:  Demonstrate persistence and cooperation in refining performance 
pieces.

 � Standard 5.M.P.11:  Perform music with expression, technical accuracy, and appropri-
ate interpretation; watch and respond to the conductor to perform 
dynamics, style and phrasing, and start, stop, and stay together; and 
demonstrate performance decorum.

Strand: RESPOND (5.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 5.M.R.1–9).

 � Standard 5.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music.

 � Standard 5.M.R.2:  Listen for and identify form, meter, rhythm, timbre, mood, tempo, 
melody, texture, and harmony/tonality.

 � Standard 5.M.R.3:  Demonstrate audience etiquette appropriate for the context and 
venue.

 � Standard 5.M.R.4:  Describe feelings or imagery conveyed by a music selection. 

 � Standard 5.M.R.5:  Identify possible intent of a music selection, and the elements used to 
convey it.

 � Standard 5.M.R.6:  Explore/express feelings conveyed by a music selection through 
movement, drawing, or writing.

 � Standard 5.M.R.7:  Identify music elements that are characteristic of different genres of 
music.

 � Standard 5.M.R.8:  Describe, verbally or in writing, the reason for selecting certain music 
to listen to or perform, including reference to music elements, skills, 
purpose, cultural, or historical connections.

 � Standard 5.M.R.9:  Apply teacher-provided or collaboratively developed criteria to evalu-
ate musical works or performances.
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Strand: CONNECT (5.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 5.M.CO.1–5).

 � Standard 5.M.CO.1:  Describe how music relates to personal, social, emotional, and intellec-
tual development.

 � Standard 5.M.CO.2:  Draw upon interests, knowledge, and skills developed to inspire and 
inform the creating, performance, and appreciation of music.

 � Standard 5.M.CO.3:  Deepen understanding of another content area through music.

 � Standard 5.M.CO.4:  Experience and explore music which connects us to history, culture, 
heritage, and community.

 � Standard 5.M.CO.5:  Identify connections between a music genre and cultural or historical 
contexts.

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (5.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection and evaluation 
(Standards 5.V.C.1–3).

 � Standard 5.V.C.1:  Combine ideas to generate an innovative idea for art-making.

 � Standard 5.V.C.2:  Experiment with and develop skills in multiple art-making techniques 
and approaches through practice.

 � Standard 5.V.C.3:  Create artistic statements using art vocabulary to describe personal 
choices in art-making.

Strand: PRESENT (5.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 5.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 5.V.P.1:  Define the roles and responsibilities of a curator, and explain the skills 
and knowledge needed in preserving, maintaining, and presenting 
objects, artifacts, and artwork.

 � Standard 5.V.P.2:  Develop a logical argument for safe and effective use of materials and 
techniques for preparing and presenting artwork.
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 � Standard 5.V.P.3:  Cite evidence about how an exhibition in a museum or other venue 
presents ideas and provides information about a specific concept or 
topic.

Strand: RESPOND (5.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 5.V.R.1–2).

 � Standard 5.V.R.1:  Compare one’s own interpretation of a work of art with the interpreta-
tion of others, and identify and analyze cultural associations suggest-
ed by visual imagery.

 � Standard 5.V.R.2:  Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual imagery.

Strand: CONNECT (5.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 5.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 5.V.CO.1:  Apply formal and conceptual vocabularies of art and design to view 
surroundings in new ways through art-making.

 � Standard 5.V.CO.2:  Identify how art is used to inform or change beliefs, values, or behav-
iors of an individual or society.
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GRADE 6
DANCE

Strand: CREATE (6.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 6.D.CR.1–5).

� Standard 6.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness and persistence in trying new
ideas, methods and approaches when creating dance.

� Standard 6.D.CR.2:  Use a variety of stimuli and solve multiple movement problems to
develop unique choreographic content.

� Standard 6.D.CR.3:   Develop a dance study that communicates personal or cultural
meaning.

� Standard 6.D.CR.4:  Manipulate and expand movement possibilities to create a variety of
movement patterns and structures, and explain the reasons for and 
effectiveness of movement choices.

� Standard 6.D.CR.5:  Revise dance compositions using determined artistic criteria, and
explain reasons for revisions and how choices made relate to artistic 
intent.

Strand: PERFORM (6.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 6.D.P.1–10).

� Standard 6.D.P.1:  Build partner and ensemble skills by demonstrating effective spatial
relationships with diverse pathways, levels, and patterns in space. 

� Standard 6.D.P.2:  Integrate original still and moving shapes and floor and air pathways
into dance sequences.

� Standard 6.D.P.3:  Promote safe and healthful strategies by applying basic anatomi-
cal knowledge, self-awareness, proprioceptive feedback and spatial 
awareness while dancing.

� Standard 6.D.P.4:  Embody technical skills to accurately execute locomotor and non-
locomotor changes of direction, levels, facings, pathways, elevations 
and landings, extensions of limbs, and movement transitions.
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 � Standard 6.D.P.5:  Move accurately in a variety of meters, with and without accented 
beats, and use combinations of sudden and sustained timing as it 
relates to the dynamics of a phrase or dance work. 

 � Standard 6.D.P.6:  Refine demonstration of varied dynamics within performance.

 � Standard 6.D.P.7:  Collaborate as an ensemble to refine dances by identifying what 
works and does not work in executing complex patterns, sequences, 
and formations.

 � Standard: 6.D.P.8:  Apply personal and ensemble improvements in performance by re-
sponding to feedback from the others. 

 � Standard 6.D.P.9:  Use performance etiquette and practices during class, rehearsal, and 
performance.

 � Standard 6.D.P.10:  Compare and contrast a variety of possible production elements that 
would intensify and heighten the artistic intent of a dance work in a 
variety of traditional and alternative performance venues.

Strand: RESPOND (6.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 6.D.R.1–2).

 � Standard 6.D.R.1:  Use basic dance terminology to explain how the artistic expression 
of a dance is achieved through the elements of dance, use of body, 
dance technique, dance structure and context. 

 � Standard 6.D.R.2:  Interpret artistic intent and use criteria to critique a dance and explain 
what the movement communicates.

Strand: CONNECT (6.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 6.D.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 6.D.CO.1:  Discuss how the experience of creating and sharing a dance reinforces  
personal views or offers new knowledge and perspective.

 � Standard 6.D.CO.2:  Conduct research using a variety of resources to find information 
about a self-selected topic, and use the information to create a dance 
study that expresses a specific point of view on the topic. 

 � Standard 6.D.CO.3:  Interpret and show how the movement and qualities of a dance com-
municate its cultural, historical, and/or community ideas and per-
spectives of the culture, historical period, or community purpose or 
meaning.
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DRAMA

Strand: CREATE (6.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work.  They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards 6.T.CR.1–7).

 � Standard 6.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.2:  Arrange the physical playing space to communicate mood, time, and 
locale.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.3:  Write or record simple dramas that include the five Ws of who, what, 
where when and why.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.4:  Define roles, identify responsibilities, and participate in group deci-
sion making.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.5:  Create characters through imagination, physical movement, gesture, 
sound and/or speech and facial expression.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.6:  Develop dialogue and actions that focus on the development and 
resolution of dramatic conflicts.

 � Standard 6.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary to 
refine and revise drama works.

Strand: PERFORM (6.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama works (Standards 6.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 6.T.P.1:  Analyze the character, setting, and essential events (plot) in a story 
that make up the dramatic structure, and use choices to enhance the 
story in a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 6.T.P.2:  Perform as a productive and responsible member of an acting ensem-
ble in both rehearsal and performance situations.

 � Standard 6.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors throughout a 
scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard 6.T.P.4:  Communicate meaning using the body through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard 6.T.P.5:  Communicate meaning using the voice through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate, and clarity.

 � Standard 6.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.
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 � Standard 6.T.P.7:  Select materials to be used for scenery, properties, costumes, lighting, 
and sound effects for informal classroom presentations.

 � Standard 6.T.P.8:  Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of stage 
spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and basic blocking 
techniques.

 � Standard 6.T.P.9:  Perform a variety of dramatic works for peers or invited audiences.

Strand: RESPOND (6.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 6.T.R.1–7).

 � Standard 6.T.R.1:  Demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively and responding 
appropriately in classroom presentations, rehearsals, and live perfor-
mance settings.

 � Standard 6.T.R.2:  Justify responses based on personal experiences when participating 
in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 6.T.R.3:  Identify how the intended purpose of a drama/theatre work appeals 
to a  specific audience.

 � Standard 6.T.R.4:  Give and accept constructive and supportive feedback; analyze and 
describe strengths and weaknesses of own work.

 � Standard 6.T.R.5:  Articulate and justify criteria to evaluate what is seen, heard, and un-
derstood in classroom dramatizations and dramatic performances.

 � Standard 6.T.R.6:  Recognize and share artistic choices when participating in or observ-
ing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 6.T.R.7:  Identify and explain why artistic choices are made in a drama/theatre 
work. 

Strand: CONNECT (6.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 6.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 6.T.CO.1:  Explain how drama connects oneself to one’s community or culture.

 � Standard 6.T.CO.2:  Read plays and stories from a variety of cultures and historical periods, 
and identify the characters, setting, plot, theme, and conflict to better 
understand performance and design choices.

 � Standard 6.T.CO.3:  Investigate universal or common social issues and express them 
through a drama/theatre work.
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MUSIC

Strand: CREATE (6.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards 6.M.CR.1–4).

 � Standard 6.M.CR.1:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns and musical ideas, explain 
connections to specific purpose and context, and generate musical 
ideas using specific tonalities, meters, and simple chord changes.

 � Standard 6.M.CR.2:  Select and demonstrate developed musical ideas for arrangements 
and compositions within recognizable form, and explain intent and 
connection to purpose and context.

 � Standard 6.M.CR.3:  Use standard or iconic notation or recordings to document original 
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic ideas.

 � Standard 6.M.CR.4:  Evaluate and refine work, applying teacher-provided criteria and 
collaboratively developed guidelines; explain rationale for making 
revisions; and present the final version of created music and explain 
expressive intent.

Strand: PERFORM (6.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 6.M.P.1–11).

 � Standard 6.M.P.1:  Apply teacher-provided criteria for selecting music to perform for a 
specific purpose and/or context, and explain why each was chosen.

 � Standard 6.M.P.2:  Make interpretive decisions, with guidance, regarding the use of musi-
cal elements to express ideas and emotions.

 � Standard 6.M.P.3:  Discuss and explore, with guidance, expressive elements in music to 
be performed.

 � Standard 6.M.P.4:  Sing folk, traditional, and rounds in tune, with good vocal tone and 
clear diction.

 � Standard 6.M.P.5:  Respond to visual representations of melodic patterns using penta-
tonic, major, and minor scales.

 � Standard 6.M.P.6:  Perform two- and three-part rounds, partner songs, descants, layered 
ostinatos and parallel harmony.

 � Standard 6.M.P.7:  Perform and identify rhythm patterns in two-, three-, four-, and six-
beat meters using body percussion, voice, and simple instruments.
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 � Standard 6.M.P.8:  Respond with body percussion, voice, or simple instruments to visual 
representation of rhythm patterns.

 � Standard 6.M.P.9:  Respond to musical terms and markings for tempo and dynamics.

 � Standard 6.M.P.10:  Demonstrate persistence and cooperation in refining performance 
pieces.

 � Standard 6.M.P.11:  Perform music with expression, technical accuracy, and appropri-
ate interpretation; watch and respond to the conductor to perform 
dynamics, style, and phrasing, and start, stop, and stay together; and 
demonstrate performance decorum.

Strand: RESPOND (6.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 6.M.R.1–10).

 � Standard 6.M.R.1:  Listen to and interact with a variety of contrasting music.

 � Standard 6.M.R.2:  Listen for and identify form, meter, rhythm, timbre, dynamics, tempo, 
melody, texture, and harmony/tonality.

 � Standard 6.M.R.3:  Demonstrate audience etiquette appropriate for the context and 
venue.

 � Standard 6.M.R.4:  Describe feelings or imagery conveyed by a music selection.

 � Standard 6.M.R.5:  Identify possible intent of a music selection, and how the music ele-
ments are used to convey it.

 � Standard 6.M.R.6: Explore/express feelings conveyed by a music selection through 
movement, drawing, or writing.

 � Standard 6.M.R.7:  Identify music elements that are characteristic of different genres of 
music.

 � Standard 6.M.R.8:  Identify and describe the music and structural elements that contrib-
ute to a quality work or performance.

 � Standard 6.M.R.9:  Identify and describe the technical and musical skills evident in a qual-
ity performance.

 � Standard 6.M.R.10:  Apply teacher-provided or collaboratively developed criteria to evalu-
ate musical works or performances.
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Strand: CONNECT (6.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 6.M.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 6.M.CO.1:  Describe how music relates to personal, social, emotional, and intellec-
tual development.

 � Standard 6.M.CO.2:  Draw upon interests, knowledge, and skills developed to inspire and 
inform the creation, performance, and appreciation of music, and 
deepen understanding of another content area through music.

 � Standard 6.M.CO.3:  Experience and explore music which connects us to history, culture, 
heritage, and community; identify connections between a music 
genre and cultural or historical contexts; and explore and explain 
how musical works are influenced by a composer’s heritage and 
experiences.

VISUAL ARTS

Strand: CREATE (6.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards 6.V.CR.1–6).

 � Standard 6.V.CR.1:  Combine concepts collaboratively to generate an innovative idea for 
art-making.

 � Standard 6.V.CR.2:  Formulate an artistic investigation of personally relevant content for 
creating art.

 � Standard 6.V.CR.3:  Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, and 
approaches in making works of art and design.

 � Standard 6.V.CR.4:  Explain environmental implications of conservation, care, and cleanup 
of art materials, tools and equipment.

 � Standard 6.V.CR.5:  Design or redesign objects, places, or systems that meet the identified 
needs of diverse users.

 � Standard 6.V.CR.6:  Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the intended meaning, 
and revise accordingly. 
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Strand: PRESENT (6.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 6.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard 6.V.P.1:  Analyze the similarities and differences associated with preserving 
and presenting two-dimensional, three-dimensional, and digital 
artwork.

 � Standard 6.V.P.2:  Individually or collaboratively develop a visual plan for displaying 
works of art, analyzing exhibit space, the needs of the viewer, and the 
layout of the exhibit.

 � Standard 6.V.P.3:  Assess, explain, and provide evidence of how museums or other ven-
ues reflect history and values of a community.

Strand: RESPOND (6.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 6.V.R.1–5).

 � Standard 6.V.R.1:  Identify and interpret works of art or design that reveal how people 
live around the world and what they value.

 � Standard 6.V.R.2:  Compare one’s own interpretation of a work of art with the interpreta-
tion of others.

 � Standard 6.V.R.3:  Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations within 
images influence ideas, emotions, and actions. 

 � Standard 6.V.R.4:  Interpret art by distinguishing relevant contextual information, and 
by analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form and structure, and 
use of media to identify ideas and mood conveyed. 

 � Standard 6.V.R.5:  Develop and apply relevant criteria to evaluate a work of art.

Strand: CONNECT (6.V.CO.) 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 6.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard 6.V.CO.1:  Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interest and concerns 
that could be investigated in art-making.

 � Standard 6.V.CO.2:  Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and histori-
cal context to deepen understanding by analyzing how art reflects 
changing times, traditions, resources, and cultural uses.
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SECONDARY 
DANCE

7TH–8TH GRADE

Strand: CREATE (7–8.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards 7–8.D.CR.1–7).

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness, persistence, and respect in 
trying new ideas, methods and approaches in creating dance. 

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.2:  Generate movements from a variety of stimuli to develop content 
for an original dance study or composition.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.3:  Use accurate dance terminology to articulate and justify move-
ment choices.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.4:  Collaborate to select and apply a variety of choreographic devices 
and dance structures to compose an original piece with clear artis-
tic intent.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.5:  Define and apply artistic criteria to choreograph a dance that com-
municates personal or cultural meaning.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.6:  Revise choreography collaboratively or independently based on 
artistic criteria, self-reflection, and the feedback of others; justify 
choices and revisions.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CR.7:  Experiment with aspects of a recognized system to document 
a section of a dance by using words, symbols, and/or media 
technologies.

Strand: PERFORM (7–8.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards 7–8.D.P.1–9).

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.1:  Sculpt the body in space, and design body shapes in relation to 
other dancers, objects and environment; use complex floor and air 
patterns with direct and indirect pathways.



SECO
N

D
A

RY D
A

N
CE   |   56

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.2:  Analyze and select metric, kinetic, and breath phrasing, and apply 
appropriately to dance phrases that employ various timings.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.3:  Direct energy and dynamics in technique exercises and dance per-
formance in such a way that movement is textured and enhanced.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.4:  Evaluate personal healthful practices in dance activities and every-
day life, including nutrition and injury prevention.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.5:  Apply body-mind principles to technical dance skills when per-
forming works in a variety of dance genres and styles.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.6:  Collaborate with peers to achieve performance accuracy, clarity, 
and expressiveness; discuss the choices made, the effects experi-
enced, and methods for improvement.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.7:  Articulate personal performance goals, practice to reach goals, and  
document personal improvement over time. 

 � Standard 7–8.DLP.8:  Use appropriate etiquette practices during class, rehearsal, and  
performance; accept and apply feedback.

 � Standard 7–8.D.P.9:  Generate production elements that would intensify and heighten 
the artistic intent of a dance performance; explain reasons for 
choices using production terminology.

Strand: RESPOND (7–8.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 7–8.D.R.1–4).

 � Standard 7–8.D.R.1:  Describe and discuss the artistic intent of a dance.

 � Standard 7–8.D.R.2:  Explain how the elements of dance are used in a variety of genres, 
styles, or cultural movement practices.

 � Standard 7–8.D.R.3:  Select a dance and explain how artistic expression is achieved 
through using elements of dance and justify your response.

 � Standard 7–8.D.R.4:  Use artistic criteria to determine what makes an effective perfor-
mance, considering content, context, genre, style, and/or cultural 
movement practice.

Strand: CONNECT (7–8.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 7–8.D.CO.1–3).



SECO
N

D
A

RY D
A

N
CE   |   57

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

 � Standard 7–8.D.CO.1:  Compare different dances and discuss connections to personal 
perspectives.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CO.2:  Investigate topics using a variety of research methods to create  
representative movement phrases; discuss how the research in-
formed the choreographic process and deepened understanding 
of the topics.

 � Standard 7–8.D.CO.3:  Analyze and discuss how dances from a variety of cultures, societ-
ies, historical periods, or communities reveal the ideas and per-
spectives of the people.

LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards L1.D.CR.1–7).

 � Standard L1.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness, persistence, respect, and co-
operation in trying new ideas, methods, and approaches in creat-
ing dance. 

 � Standard L1.D.CR.2:  Explore a variety of stimuli to develop an improvisational or cho-
reographed dance study; identify personal movement preferences 
and strengths.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.3:  Use the elements of dance and other dance terminology to articu-
late and justify movement choices.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.4:  Design an original dance or study using choreographic devices 
and dance structures to support an artistic intent; discuss how they 
support the artistic intent.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.5:  Revise choreography collaboratively or independently based on 
artistic criteria, self-reflection, and the feedback of others.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.6:  Analyze and evaluate impact of choices made in the revision 
process.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.7:  Use recognized systems to document a section of a dance via writ-
ing, symbols, or media technologies.

Strand: PERFORM (L1.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards L1.D.P.1–10).
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 � Standard L1.D.P.1:  Sculpt the body in space, and design body shapes in relation to 
other dancers, objects and environment; use complex floor and 
air patterns with direct and indirect pathways while maintaining a 
sense of spatial design and relationship.

 � Standard L1.D.P.2:  Analyze and select metric, kinetic, and breath phrasing, and apply  
appropriately to dance phrases that employ various timings; use 
syncopation and rhythmic accents related to different tempi. 

 � Standard L1.D.P.3:  Direct energy and dynamics in technique exercises and dance per-
formance in such a way that movement is textured and enhanced.

 � Standard L1.D.P.4:  Develop a plan for healthful practices in dance activities and 
everyday life including nutrition and injury prevention; discuss 
implementation of the plan and how it supports personal perfor-
mance goals. 

 � Standard L1.D.P.5:  Apply body-mind principles to technical dance skills when per-
forming works in a variety of dance genres and styles.

 � Standard L1.D.P.6:  Collaborate with peers to achieve performance accuracy, clarity, 
and expressiveness; discuss the choices made, the effects experi-
enced, and methods for improvement.

 � Standard L1.D.P.7:  Articulate personal performance goals, practice to reach goals, and 
document personal improvement over time. 

 � Standard L1.D.P.8:  Demonstrate leadership qualities when working in groups. 

 � Standard L1.D.P.9:  Use appropriate etiquette practices during class, rehearsal, and 
performance; accept and apply feedback.

 �  Standard L1.D.P.10:  Generate production elements that would intensify and heighten 
the artistic intent of a dance performance; explain reasons for 
choices using production terminology.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.D.R.1–5).

 � Standard L1.D.R.1:  Select and compare different dances, and discuss their intent and 
artistic expression.  

 � Standard L1.D.R.2:  Explain how the elements of dance are used in a variety of genres, 
styles, or cultural movement practices. 

 � Standard L1.D.R.3:  Experience a variety of culturally based dance forms; demonstrate 
and explain how one cultural form is different from another; and 
create and perform a dance that reflects one’s own cultural move-
ment practice.  
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 � Standard L1.D.R.4:  Use artistic criteria to determine what makes an effective perfor-
mance considering content, context, genre, style, and/or cultural 
movement practice.

 � Standard L1.D.R.5:  Analyze the artistic expression of a dance, and discuss insights us-
ing evaluative criteria and genre-specific dance terminology.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.D.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L1.D.CO.1:  Analyze a dance and interpret the ideas expressed by the chore-
ographer and provide evidence to support analysis; explain how 
one's own personal perspectives may affect one’s interpretation.  

 � Standard L1.D.CO.2:  Identify a question or problem that could be explored through 
dance; conduct research using a variety of methods; create a 
dance that investigates the question posed; and discuss how the 
dance communicates new perspectives or realizations.  

 � Standard L1.D.CO.3:  Analyze and discuss dances from selected genres or styles and/or 
historical time periods, and formulate reasons for the similarities 
and differences between them in relation to the ideas and per-
spectives of the peoples from which the dances originate.

 � Standard L1.D.CO.4:  Compare the process used in choreography to that of other cre-
ative, academic, or scientific procedures.

LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards L2.D.CR.1–7).

 � Standard L2.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness, persistence, respect, and co-
operation in trying new ideas, methods and approaches in creat-
ing dance. 

 � Standard L2.D.CR.2:  Explore a variety of stimuli to develop an improvisational or cho-
reographed dance study; analyze the process and the relationship 
between the stimuli and the movement as it relates to personal 
and contrasting movement preferences.

 � Standard L2.D.CR.3:  Use the elements of dance and other dance terminology to articu-
late and justify movement choices.
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 � Standard L2.D.CR.4:  Design an original dance or study using a variety of choreographic 
devices and dance structures to convey artistic intent.

 � Standard L2.D.CR.5:  Clarify the artistic intent of a dance by refining choreographic 
devices and dance structures using established artistic criteria, 
self-reflection and the feedback of others. 

 � Standard L2.D.CR.6:  Analyze and evaluate the impact of choices made in the revision 
process.

 � Standard L2.D.CR.7:  Use recognized systems to document a section of a dance via writ-
ing, symbols, or media technologies.

Strand: PERFORM (L2.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards L2.D.P.1–11).

 � Standard L2.D.P.1:  Dance alone and with others with spatial intention; expand part-
ner and ensemble skills to greater ranges and skill levels; and ex-
pand partner and ensemble skills to greater ranges and skill levels. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.2:  Perform dance studies and compositions that use time, tempo and 
rhythm in unpredictable ways; use internal rhythms and kinetics as 
phrasing tools.

 � Standard L2.D.P.3:  Vary energy and dynamics over the length of a phrase, paying 
close attention to its movement initiation and energy. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.4:  Apply anatomical principles and healthful practices to a range of 
technical dance skills for achieving fluency of movement; follow a 
personal plan that supports health for everyday life.

 � Standard L2.D.P.5:  Apply body-mind principles to technical dance skills in complex 
choreography in a variety of dance genres and styles. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.6:  Collaborate with peers to achieve performance accuracy, clarity, 
and expressiveness; discuss the choices made, the methods for 
improvement with attention to technique and artistry informed by 
personal performance goals. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.7:  Reflect on personal achievements and implement performance 
strategies to enhance projection. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.8:  Demonstrate leadership qualities when working in groups and 
preparing for performances. 

 � Standard L2.D.P.9:  Use appropriate etiquette practices during class, rehearsal, and 
performance; accept and apply feedback. 
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 � Standard L2.D.P.10:  Document the rehearsal and performance process using dance 
terminology.  

 � Standard L2.D.P.11:  Work collaboratively to produce a dance concert on a stage or in 
an alternative performance venue, and describe the production 
elements that would support the artistic intent of the dance works.

Strand: RESPOND (L2.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L2.D.R.1–5).

 � Standard L2.D.R.1:  Analyze dance works and provide examples of recurring patterns 
of movement and their relationships that create structure and 
meaning in dance. 

 � Standard L2.D.R.2:  Explain how the elements of dance and other choreographic prin-
ciples are used in a variety of genres, styles, or cultural movement 
practices, and explain how their differences affect intent.

 � Standard L2.D.R.3:  Experience a variety of culturally based dance forms, describe  con-
trasting cultural dances, and analyze how the dance reflects the 
culture it represents. 

 � Standard L2.D.R.4:  Use artistic criteria to determine what makes an effective dance 
and performance, considering content, context, genre, style, and/
or cultural movement practices.

 � Standard L2.D.R.5:  Compare and contrast two or more dances, using evaluative cri-
teria to critique artistic expression and considering societal values 
and a range of perspectives.

Strand: CONNECT (L2.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experiences 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L2.D.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L2.D.CO.1:  Analyze dances with a variety of contents and contexts; explain 
how personal perspectives may affect one’s interpretation. 

 � Standard L2.D.CO.2:  Identify questions that pertain to a research topic, use established 
research methods to inform the creative process, create and 
perform a piece of choreography from the research, and discuss 
insights relating to knowledge gained.

 � Standard L2.D.CO.3:  Analyze dances from several genres or styles, historical time peri-
ods, and/or cultural dance forms; discuss how dance movement 
characteristics, techniques and artistic criteria relate to the ideas 
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and perspective of the peoples from which the dances originate. 

 � Standard L2.D.CO.4:  Compare the process used in choreography to that of other cre-
ative, academic, or scientific procedures.

LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.D.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine dance works (Standards L3.D.CR.1–7).

 � Standard L3.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness, persistence, respect, and co-
operation in trying new ideas, methods and approaches in creat-
ing dance.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.2:  Synthesize content generated from stimulus material, and take 
risks to discover a personal voice, challenge and question personal 
movement preferences and strengths to discover unexpected 
movement vocabulary.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.3:  Use the elements of dance and other dance terminology to articu-
late and justify movement choices.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.4:  Demonstrate fluency using a variety of devices and structures to 
choreograph original dances that convey artistic intent.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.5:  Clarify the artistic intent of a dance by manipulating and refining 
choreographic devices, dance structures, and artistic criteria using 
self-reflection and feedback from others.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.6:  Document choices made in the revision process and justify how 
the refinements support artistic intent.

 � Standard L3.D.CR.7:  Document a dance using recognized systems of dance 
documentation.

Strand: PERFORM (L3.D.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of dance works (Standards L3.D.P.1–11).

 � Standard L3.D.P.1:  Use a wide range of movement in space for artistic and expressive 
clarity, use inward and outward focus to clarify movement and in-
tent, and establish and break relationships with other dancers and 
the audience as appropriate to the dance.

 � Standard L3.D.P.2:  Implement time factors for artistic interest and expressive acuity; 
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demonstrate complexity in phrasing, with and without musical 
accompaniment; and work with and against accompaniment or 
sound environments.

 � Standard L3.D.P.3:  Express clear intent while performing movement sequences using 
a broad dynamic range.

 � Standard L3.D.P.4:  Apply anatomical principles and healthful practices to a range of 
technical dance skills for achieving fluency of movement, and fol-
low a personal plan that supports health for everyday life.

 � Standard L3.D.P.5:  Apply body-mind principles to technical dance skills in complex 
choreography when performing solo, partnering, or in ensemble 
works in a variety of dance genres and styles. 

 � Standard L3.D.P.6:  Initiate, plan, and direct rehearsals, giving attention to technical 
details and fulfilling artistic expression; use a range of rehearsal 
strategies to achieve performance excellence.

 � Standard L3.D.P.7:  Self-evaluate performances, and discuss and analyze performance 
ability with others.

 � Standard L3.D.P.8:   Demonstrate leadership qualities when preparing for 
performances. 

 � Standard L3.D.P.9:  Use appropriate etiquette practices during class, rehearsal, and 
performance; accept and apply feedback.

 � Standard L3.D.P.10:  Document the rehearsal and performance process with fluency 
using professional dance terminology.

 � Standard L3.D.P.11:  Work collaboratively to produce dance concerts in a variety of 
venues and designs, and organize the production elements that 
would support artistic intent.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.D.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L3.D.R.1–5).

 � Standard L3.D.R.1:  Analyze dance works from a variety of dance genres and styles, 
and explain how recurring patterns of movement and their rela-
tionships create well-structured and meaningful choreography.

 � Standard L3.D.R.2:  Identify how the elements of dance and other choreographic prin-
cipals are used in a variety of genres, styles, or cultural movement 
practices, and discuss how dance communicates aesthetic and 
cultural values.
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 � Standard L3.D.R. 3:  Analyze contrasting culturally based dance forms and how they 
express meaning; respond in a variety of creative ways.  

 � Standard L3.D.R.4:  Analyze and interpret how the elements of dance, execution of 
dance movement principles, and context contribute to artistic 
expression across different genres, styles, or cultural movement 
practices; define personal artistic preferences to critique dance.

 � Standard L3.D.R.5:  Consider societal and personal values, and a range of artistic ex-
pression; discuss perspectives with peers and justify views.

Strand: CONNECT (L3.D.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L3.D.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L3.D.CO.1:  Review original choreography developed over time with respect 
to its content and context and its relationship to personal perspec-
tives; reflect on and analyze the variables that have contributed to 
changes in one’s personal growth.

 � Standard L3.D.CO.2:  Identify questions that pertain to a research topic, use established 
research methods to inform the creative process, create and 
perform a piece of choreography from the research, and discuss 
insights relating to knowledge gained and the transfer of learning 
from this project to other learning situations.

 � Standard L3.D.CO.3:  Analyze dances from several genres or styles, historical time pe-
riods, and cultural dance forms; discuss how dance movement 
characteristics, techniques, and artistic criteria relate to the ideas 
and perspectives of the peoples from which the dances originate 
and how the analysis has expanded personal dance literacy. 

 � Standard L3.D.CO.4:  Compare one’s own creative process to that of other creative, aca-
demic, or scientific procedures.
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SECONDARY
MEDIA ARTS

7TH–8TH GRADE

Strand: CREATE (7–8.E.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine media art works (Standards 7–8.E.CR.1–8).

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.1:  Produce a variety of ideas and solutions for media artworks 
through application of chosen inventive processes.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.2:  Generate ideas, goals, and solutions for original media artworks 
through application of focused creative processes.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.3:  Design, propose, and evaluate artistic ideas, plans, prototypes, 
and production processes for media arts productions, considering 
expressive intent and resources.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.4:  Structure and critique ideas, plans, prototypes, and production 
processes for media arts productions, considering intent, resourc-
es, and the presentation context.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.5:  Implement production processes to integrate content and compo-
nents for determined purpose and meaning in media arts produc-
tions, demonstrating understanding of associated principles, such 
as narrative structures and composition.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.6:  Improve and refine media artworks by intentionally emphasizing 
particular expressive elements to reflect an understanding of pur-
pose, audience, or place.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.7:  Coordinate production processes to integrate content and stylistic 
conventions for determined meaning in media arts productions, 
demonstrating understanding of associated principles.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CR.8:  Refine and modify media artworks, improving technical quality, 
and intentionally accentuating selected expressive and stylistic ele-
ments to reflect an understanding of purpose, audience, and place.
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Strand: PRODUCE (7–8.E.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of media works (Standards 7–8.E.P.1–7).

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.1:  Integrate multiple contents and forms into unified media arts pro-
ductions that convey consistent perspectives, narratives, themes 
or ideas.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.2:  Exhibit a set of artistic, design, technical, and soft skills through 
performing various roles in producing media artwork.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.3:  Exhibit a set of creative and adaptive abilities, in developing solu-
tions within and through media arts productions.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.4:  Demonstrate adaptability using tools and techniques in standard 
and experimental ways to achieve an assigned purpose and to 
communicate intent in constructing media artworks.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.5:  Evaluate various presentation formats in order to fulfill various 
tasks and defined processes in the presentation and/or distribu-
tion of media artworks.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.6:  Evaluate the results of and discuss improvements for presenting 
media artworks, considering impacts on personal growth.

 � Standard 7–8.E.P.7:  Design the presentation and distribution of media artworks 
through multiple formats and/or contexts.

Strand: RESPOND (7–8.E.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 7–8.E.R.1–6).

 � Standard 7–8.E.R.1:  Describe, compare, contrast, and analyze the qualities of and rela-
tionships between the components in media artworks.

 � Standard 7–8.E.R.2:  Describe, compare, and analyze how various forms, methods, and 
styles in media artworks interact with personal preferences in 
influencing audience experience.

 � Standard 7–8.E.R.3:  Compare, contrast, and analyze how various forms, methods, and 
styles in media artworks manage audience experience and create 
intention.

 � Standard 7–8.E.R.4:  Analyze the intent and meaning of a variety of media artworks us-
ing self-developed criteria and focusing on intentions, forms, and 
various contexts.
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 � Standard 7–8.E.R.5:  Develop and apply criteria to evaluate various media artworks and 
production processes, considering context and practicing con-
structive feedback.

 � Standard 7–8.E.R.6:  Evaluate media art works and production processes with devel-
oped criteria, considering context and artistic goals.

Strand: CONNECT 7–8.E.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 7–8.E.CO.1–6).

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.1:  Access, evaluate, and use internal and external resources to inform 
the creation of media artworks.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.2:  Explain and show how media artworks form new meanings and 
knowledge, situations, and cultural experiences.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.3:  Explain and demonstrate how media artworks expand meaning, 
knowledge, and cultural experiences.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.4:  Research and demonstrate how media artworks and ideas relate to 
various situations, purposes and values.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.5:  Analyze and responsibly interact with media arts tools and envi-
ronments, legal and technological contexts, considering copyright, 
ethics, media literacy, social media, virtual worlds, and digital 
identity.

 � Standard 7–8.E.CO.6:  Explain how media artworks and ideas relate to various contexts, 
purposes, and values, such as democracy, environment, and con-
necting people and places.

LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.E.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine media art works (Standards L1.E.CR.1–4).

 � Standard L1.E.CR.1:  Use identified generative methods to formulate multiple ideas, 
develop artistic goals, and problem solve in media arts creation 
processes.

 � Standard L1.E.CR.2:  Apply aesthetic criteria in developing, proposing, and refining 
artistic ideas, plans, prototypes, and production processes for me-
dia arts productions, considering original inspirations, goals, and 
presentation context.
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 � Standard L1.E.CR.3:  Consolidate production processes to demonstrate deliberate 
choices in organizing and integrating content and stylistic conven-
tions in media arts productions, demonstrating understanding of 
associated principles.

 � Standard L1.E.CR.4:  Refine and modify media artworks, honing aesthetic quality and 
intentionally accentuating stylistic elements, to reflect an under-
standing of personal goals and preferences.

Strand: PRESENT (L1.E.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L1.E.P.1–6).

 � Standard L1.E.P.1:  Integrate various arts, media arts forms, and content into unified 
media arts productions, considering the reaction and interaction 
of the audience.

 � Standard L1.E.P.2:  Demonstrate progression in artistic, design, technical, and soft 
skills, as a result of selecting and fulfilling specified roles in the 
production of a variety of media artworks.

 � Standard L1.E.P.3:  Develop and refine a range of creative and adaptive innovations in 
addressing challenges and constraints within and through media 
arts productions.

 � Standard L1.E.P.4:  Demonstrate adaptation and innovation through the combination 
of tools, techniques and content, in standard and innovative ways, 
to communicate intent in the production of media artworks.

 � Standard L1.E.P.5:  Design the presentation and distribution of collections of media 
artworks, considering combinations of artworks, formats, and 
audiences.

 � Standard L1.E.P.6:  Evaluate and implement improvements in presenting media art-
works, considering personal and local impacts, such as the benefits 
for self and others.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.E.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards L1.E.R.1–4).

 � Standard L1.E.R.1:  Analyze the qualities of and relationships between the compo-
nents, style, and preferences communicated by media artworks 
and artists. 

 � Standard L1.E.R.2:  Analyze how a variety of media artworks manage audience experi-
ence and create intention through multimodal perception.
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 � Standard L1.E.R.3:  Analyze the intent, meanings, and reception of a variety of media 
artworks, focusing on personal and cultural contexts.

 � Standard L1.E.R.4:  Evaluate media art works and production processes at decisive 
stages, using developed criteria and considering context and artis-
tic goals.

Strand: CONNECT L1.E.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L1.E.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L1.E.CO.1:  Access, evaluate, and integrate personal and external resources to 
inform the creation of original media artworks.

 � Standard L1.E.CO.2:  Explain and demonstrate the use of media artworks to expand 
meaning and knowledge and create cultural experiences.

 � Standard L1.E.CO.3:  Explain and defend how media artworks and ideas relate to various 
contexts, purposes, and values.

 � Standard L1.E.CO.4:  Critically evaluate and effectively interact with legal, technological, 
systemic, and vocational contexts of media arts, considering ethics, 
media literacy, social media, virtual worlds, and digital identity.

LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.E.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine media art works (Standards L2.E.CR.1–4).

 � Standard L2.E.CR.1:  Strategically utilize generative methods to formulate multiple 
ideas, refine artistic goals, and increase the originality of approach-
es in media arts creation processes.

 � Standard L2.E.CR.2:  Apply a personal aesthetic in designing, testing, and refining origi-
nal artistic ideas, prototypes, and production strategies for media 
arts productions, considering artistic intentions, constraints of 
resources, and presentation context.

 � Standard L2.E.CR.3:  Consolidate production processes to demonstrate deliberate 
choices in organizing and integrating content and stylistic conven-
tions in media arts production, demonstrating understanding of 
associated principles.

 � Standard L2.E.CR.4:  Refine and elaborate aesthetic elements and technical compo-
nents to intentionally form effective expressions in media artworks 
for specific purposes, intentions, audiences, and contexts.
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Strand: PRESENT (L2.E.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine, and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L2.E.P.1–5).

 � Standard L2.E.P.1:  Integrate various arts, media arts forms, and academic content 
into unified media arts productions that retain thematic integrity 
and stylistic continuity.

 � Standard L2.E.P.2:  Demonstrate effective command of artistic, design, technical, and 
soft skills in managing and producing media artworks.

 � Standard L2.E.P.3:   Demonstrate the skillful adaptation and combination of tools, 
styles, techniques, and interactivity to achieve specific expressive 
goals in the production of a variety of media artworks.

 � Standard L2.E.P.4:  Curate and design the presentation and distribution of collections 
of media artworks through a variety of contexts.

 � Standard L2.E.P.5:  Evaluate and implement improvements in presenting media 
artworks, considering personal, local, and social impacts such as 
changes that occurred for people, or to a situation.

Strand: RESPOND (L2.E.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards L2.E.R.1–4).

 � Standard L2.E.R.1:  Analyze and evaluate the qualities and relationships of the compo-
nents in media artworks, and provide feedback on how they affect 
the audience.

 � Standard L2.E.R.2:  Analyze how a broad range of media artworks manage audience 
experience, create intention and persuasion through multimodal 
perception.

 � Standard L2.E.R.3:   Analyze the intent, meanings, and influence of a variety of me-
dia artworks, based on personal, societal, historical, and cultural 
contexts.

 � Standard L2.E.R.4:  Form and apply defensible evaluations in the constructive critique 
of media artworks and production processes.

Strand: CONNECT L2.E.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L2.E.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L2.E.CO.1:  Synthesize internal and external resources to enhance the creation 
of persuasive media artworks.
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 � Standard L2.E.CO.1:  Explain and demonstrate the use of media artworks to synthesize 
new meaning and knowledge, and reflect on and form cultural 
experiences.

 � Standard L2.E.CO.3:  Analyze in depth the relationships of media arts ideas and works to 
various contexts, purposes, and values.

 � Standard L2.E.CO.4:  Critically investigate and ethically interact with legal, technological, 
systemic, and vocational contexts of media arts, considering ethics, 
media literacy, digital identity, and artist/audience interactivity.

LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.E.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine media art works (Standards L3.E.CR.1–4).

 � Standard L3.E.CR.1:  Integrate aesthetic principles with a variety of generative methods 
to fluently form original ideas, solutions, and innovations in media 
arts creation processes.

 � Standard L3.E.CR.2:  Integrate a sophisticated personal aesthetic and knowledge of sys-
tems processes in forming, testing, and proposing original artistic 
ideas, prototypes, and production frameworks, considering com-
plex constraints of goals, time, resources, and personal limitations. 

 � Standard L3.E.CR.3:  Synthesize content, processes, and components to express com-
pelling purpose, story, emotion, or ideas in complex media arts 
productions, demonstrating mastery of associated principles.

 � Standard L3.E.CR.4:  Intentionally and consistently refine and elaborate elements and 
components to form effective expressions in media artworks, di-
rected at specific purposes, audiences, and contexts.

Strand: PRESENT (L3.E.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will con-
vey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L3.E.P.1–6).

 � Standard L3.E.P.1:  Synthesize various arts, media arts forms and academic content 
into unified media arts productions that retain artistic fidelity 
across platforms.

 � Standard L3.E.P.2:  Employ mastered artistic, design, technical, and soft skills in man-
aging and producing media artworks.

 � Standard L3.E.P.3:  Fluently employ mastered creative and innovative adaptability 
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in formulating lines of inquiry and solutions, to address complex 
challenges within and through media arts productions.

 � Standard L3.E.P.4:  Independently utilize and adapt tools, styles, and systems in 
standard, innovative, and experimental ways in the production of 
complex media artworks.

 � Standard L3.E.P.5:  Curate, design, and promote the presentation and distribution 
of media artworks for intentional impacts, through a variety of 
contexts.

 � Standard L3.E.P.6:  Evaluate, compare, and integrate improvements in presenting me-
dia artworks, considering personal to global impacts, such as new 
understandings that were gained by artist and audience.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.E.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards L3.E.R.1–4).

 � Standard L3.E.R.1:  Analyze and evaluate the qualities and relationships of the com-
ponents and audience impact in a variety of styles and formats of 
media artwork.

 � Standard L3.E.R.2:  Survey an exemplary range of media artworks, analyze meth-
ods for managing audience experience, and create intention 
and persuasion through multimodal perception and systemic 
communications.

 � Standard L3.E.R.3:  Analyze the intent, meanings and impacts of diverse media art-
works, considering complex factors of context and bias.

 � Standard L3.E.R.4:  Independently develop rigorous evaluations of, and strategically 
seek feedback for, media artworks and production processes, con-
sidering complex goals and factors.

Strand: CONNECT L3.E.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L3.E.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L3.E.CO.1:  Independently and proactively access relevant and qualitative 
resources to inform the creation of cogent media artworks.

 � Standard L3.E.CO.2:  Demonstrate and expound on the use of media artworks to create 
new meaning, knowledge, and important cultural experiences.

 � Standard L3.E.CO.3:  Analyze the relevant and important relationships of media arts 
ideas and works to personal and global contexts, purposes, and 
values.
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 � Standard L3.E.CO.4:  Utilize an understanding of legal, technological, systemic, and vo-
cational contexts while experiencing and creating media arts.
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SECONDARY
MUSIC

MUSIC (General)

7TH–8TH GRADE

Strand: CREATE (7–8.M.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine musical works (Standards 7–8.M.CR.1–6).

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.1:  Listen to and discuss a variety of musical styles and ideas, and de-
scribe how various sounds can be used to represent experiences, 
moods, visual images and/or story lines.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.2:  Improvise rhythmic and melodic ideas and phrases.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.3:  Generate simple rhythmic and melodic ideas and phrases.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.4:  Identify, select and organize musical ideas for arrangement within 
a recognizable form, and explain intent and connection to purpose 
and context.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.5:  Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology 
to document original rhythmic, melodic or harmonic ideas.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CR.6:  Create original musical examples, applying teacher-provided crite-
ria of specific musical elements.

Strand: PERFORM (7–8.M.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards 7–8.M.P.1–5).

 � Standard 7–8.M.P.1:  Apply teacher-provided criteria for selecting music to perform for a 
specific purpose and/or context and explain why each was chosen. 

 � Standard 7–8.M.P.2:  Demonstrate an understanding of music elements and notational 
literacy through participation in or observation of a live or record-
ed performance.
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 � Standard 7–8.M.P.3:  Demonstrate an understanding of various genres and styles of 
music by applying musical elements to a performance.

 � Standard 7–8.M.P.4:  Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical and 
expressive aspects of works.

 � Standard 7–8.M.P.5:  Discuss collaboratively how musical works are appropriate for an 
audience or context.

Strand: RESPOND (7–8.M.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 7–8.M.R.1–5).

 � Standard 7–8.M.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical 
elements within a piece and in a given context, and discuss their 
effect on both listener and performer.

 � Standard 7–8.M.R.2:  Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a 
personal experience, mood, visual image, or storyline in simple 
forms, and describe the choices.

 � Standard 7–8.M.R.3:  Identify and discuss how musical elements are embedded within a 
musical work to express possible meaning or composer’s possible 
intent.

 � Standard 7–8.M.R.4:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the musical and structural 
elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard 7–8.M.R.5:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the technical and musical 
skills evident in a quality performance.

CONNECT (7–8.M.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 7–8.M.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 7–8.M.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard 7–8.M.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community, and to other academic subjects.
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CHOIR—LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.MC.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L1.MC.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.1:  Listen to and discuss a variety of musical styles and ideas with 
guidance.

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.2:  Sing a consequent phrase for a given antecedent phrase.

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.3:  With guidance, improvise/generate rhythmic, melodic, and har-
monic ideas and phrases.

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.4:  Develop aural skills: intervals, major/minor modality, and rhythmic 
and melodic dictation.

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.5:  Develop, organize and notate, with guidance, basic rhythmic and 
melodic ideas and phrases with guidance.

 � Standard L1.MC.CR.6:  Evaluate musical ideas, with guidance, and identify and rehearse 
elements of musical expression that lead to a creative interpreta-
tion of a musical work.

Strand: PERFORM (L1.MC.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L1.MC.P.1–7).

 � Standard L1.MC.P.1:  Select appropriate music, with limited guidance, to perform for a 
short solo or ensemble performance, and explain why each was 
chosen.

 � Standard L1.MC.P.2:  Discuss, with guidance, various elements of a musical work such as 
form, phrasing, and style.

 � Standard L1.MC.P.3.  Sing with an appropriate tone over an appropriate range with con-
sideration of the following skills in combination:
a. Vowels and diction

b. Intonation

c. Placement

d. Correct breathing and singing posture

e. Vocal physiology and vocal care

f. Flow phonation
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 � Standard L1.MC.P.4:  Demonstrate technical performance skills by singing correct 
pitches and rhythms in skill appropriate literature.

 � Standard L1.MC.P.5:  Demonstrate notational literacy in correctly sight-singing simple 
melodies, harmonies, and rhythms. 

 � Standard L1.MC.P.6:  Demonstrated productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member. 

 � Standard L1.MC.P.7:  Perform an artistic work with technical accuracy, responding ap-
propriately to the conductor and using musical elements to ex-
press ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.MC.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.MC.R.1–5).

 � Standard L1.MC.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discuss their effect on 
both listener and performer, and exhibit appropriate performance 
demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L1.MC.R.2:  Identify and discuss how musical elements are embedded within 
a musical work to express possible meanings, and consider how 
the use of musical elements helps predict the composer’s possible 
intent.

 � Standard L1.MC.R.3:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the musical and structural 
elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L1.MC.R.4:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the technical and musical 
skills evident in a quality performance.

 � Standard L1.MC.R.5:  Judge and improve the quality of student’s own musical perfor-
mance using self-assessment.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.MC.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.MC.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L1.MC.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of  life.

 � Standard L1.MC.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L1.MC.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community and to other academic subjects.
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 � Standard L1.MC.CO.4:  Demonstrate and understand, with limited guidance, how musical 
works are influenced by the composer’s heritage and experiences.

CHOIR—LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.MC.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L2.MC.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.1:  Listen to and discuss a variety of musical styles and ideas.

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.2:  Sing a consequent phrase for a given antecedent phrase in a vari-
ety of styles.

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.3:  Improvise/generate rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas and 
phrases in two or more parts.

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.4:  Develop aural skills: intervals, major/minor modality, rhythmic with 
melodic dictation.

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.5:  Develop, organize and notate rhythmic and melodic ideas and 
phrases of increasing complexity.

 � Standard L2.MC.CR.6:  Evaluate musical ideas, with teacher provided criteria, and identify 
and rehearse elements of musical expression that lead to a creative 
interpretation of a musical work.

Strand: PERFORM (L2.MC.CR.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L2.MC.P.1–7).

 � Standard L2.MC.P.1:  Select appropriate music to perform for a short solo or ensemble 
performance, and explain why each piece was chosen.

 � Standard L2.MC.P.2:  Discuss various elements of a musical work such as form, phrasing 
and style.

 � Standard L2.MC.P.3:  Sing with an appropriate tone over an appropriate range incorpo-
rating a combination of the following skills:
a. Vowels and diction

b. Intonation

c. Placement

d. Correct breathing and singing posture

e. Vocal physiology and vocal care

f. Flow phonation
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 � Standard L2.MC.P.4:  Demonstrate technical performance skills by singing correct 
pitches and rhythms in skill-appropriate literature.

 � Standard L2.MC.P.5:  Demonstrate notational literacy by correctly sight-singing increas-
ingly complex melodies, harmonies, and rhythms.

 � Standard L2.MC.P.6:  Demonstrate productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member.

 � Standard L2.MC.P.7:  Perform an artistic work with technical accuracy, responding ap-
propriately to the conductor and using musical elements to ex-
press ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L2.MC.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L2.MC.R.1–5).

 � Standard L2.MC.R. 1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discussing their effect 
on both listener and performer, and exhibiting appropriate perfor-
mance demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L2.MC.R.2: Identify and discuss how musical elements are embedded within 
a musical work to express possible meanings, and consider how 
the use of musical elements helps predict the composer’s possible 
intent.

 � Standard L2.MC.R.3: Identify and describe the musical and structural elements that 
contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L2.MC.R.4:  Identify and describe the technical and musical skills evident in a 
quality performance.

 � Standard L2.MC.R.5:  Judge and improve the quality of student’s own musical perfor-
mance using self-assessment.

Strand: CONNECT (L2.MC.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L2.Mc.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L2.MC.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard L2.MC.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L2.MC.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community, and to other academic subjects.
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 � Standard L2.MC.CO.4:  Demonstrate an understanding of how musical works are influ-
enced by the composer’s heritage and experiences.

CHOIR—LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.MC.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L2.MC.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.1:  Listen to, discuss, and apply a variety of musical styles and ideas 
appropriate to a given musical work.

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.2:  Generate both antecedent and consequent phrases within the 
context of a style.

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.3:  Improvise/generate rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas and 
phrases in three or more parts.

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.4:  Develop aural skills: intervals and rhythms with melodic dictation 
in major and minor modality.

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.5:  Generate, organize, and notate rhythmic and melodic ideas and 
phrases of increasing complexity.

 � Standard L3.MC.CR.6:  Evaluate musical ideas, identify and rehearse elements of music 
expression that lead to a creative interpretation of a musical work.

Strand: PERFORM (L3.MC.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L3.MC.P.1–7).

 � Standard L3.MC.P.1:  Select appropriate music to perform for a short solo or ensemble  
performance, and explain why each piece was chosen.

 � Standard L3.MC.P.2:  Individually identify various elements of a musical work and dis-
cuss the various elements as a group.

 � Standard L3.MC.P.3:  Sing with an appropriate tone over an appropriate range, identify-
ing and applying the following symbiotic skills:

a. Vowels and diction

b. Intonation

c. Placement

d. Correct breathing and singing posture

e. Vocal physiology and vocal care

f. Flow phonation
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 � Standard L3.MC.P.4:  Demonstrate technical performance skills by singing correct 
pitches and rhythms in skill-appropriate literature.

 � Standard L3.MC.P.5:  Demonstrate notational literacy by correctly sight-singing increas-
ingly complexity melodies, harmonies, and rhythms.

 � Standard L3.MC.P.6:  Demonstrate productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member.

 � Standard L3.MC.P.7:  Perform an artistic work with technical accuracy, responding ap-
propriately to the conductor and using musical elements to ex-
press ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.MC.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L3.MC.R.1–5).

 � Standard L3.MC.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discussing their effect 
on both listener and performer, and exhibiting appropriate perfor-
mance demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L3.MC.R.2:  Identify and discuss how musical elements are embedded within 
a musical work to express possible meanings and consider how 
the use of musical elements helps predict the composer’s possible 
intent.

 � Standard L3.MC.R.3:  Identify and describe the musical and structural elements that 
contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L3.MC.R.4:  Identify and describe the technical and musical skills evident in a 
quality performance.

 � Standard L3.MC.R.5:  Judge and improve the quality of student’s own musical perfor-
mance using self-assessment.

Strand: CONNECT (L3.MC.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L3.MC.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L3.MC.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard L3.MC.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L3.MC.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us with heritage, community, and 
to other academic subjects.
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 � Standard L3.MC.CO.4:  Demonstrate an understanding of how musical works are influ-
enced by the composer’s heritage and experiences.

INSTRUMENTAL—LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.MI.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L1.MI.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.1:  Listen to a variety of musical styles and ideas.

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.2:  Improvise/generate and respond, with guidance, to simple melodic 
ideas and phrases.

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.3:  Develop aural skills.

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.4:  With guidance, develop, organize, and notate rhythmic and me-
lodic ideas and phrases with increasing complexity.

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.5:  Evaluate and refine musical ideas, applying teacher-provided crite-
ria and, with guidance, using selected elements of music.

 � Standard L1.MI.CR.6:  Identify and rehearse skills and concepts that need greater unifica-
tion for performance.

Strand: PERFORM (L1.MI.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L1.MI.P.1–8).

 � Standard L1.MI.P.1:  With guidance, select appropriate music for a short solo or ensem-
ble performance, with consideration to student ability, preparation 
and target audience, and explain why the piece was chosen.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.2:  With guidance, discuss various elements of a musical work.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.3:  With guidance, make appropriate interpretive musical decisions as 
a soloist/ensemble.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.4:  Produce an appropriate tone over a moderate range of the in-
strument, using correct posture and physical connection to the 
instrument.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.5:  Demonstrate fluency in the following technical performance skills:

a. Basic major scales

b. Chromatic scale with limited range

c. Articulation
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d. Dynamics

e. Rhythmic accuracy

f. Note accuracy

g. Ensemble listening

h. Tuning

i. Targeted practice techniques

j. Balance/blend

k. Rudimentary ear training

 � Standard L1.MI.P.6:  Demonstrate notational literacy, including sight-reading.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.7:  Demonstrate productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member.

 � Standard L1.MI.P.8:  Watch and respond appropriately to the conductor and perform 
with technical accuracy, utilizing appropriate phrasing, dynamics, 
style, tempo, balance and blend to express ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.MI.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.MI.R.1–5).

 � Standard L1.MI.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discuss their effect on 
both listener and performer, and exhibit appropriate performance 
demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L1.MI.R.2:  Consider, with guidance, how the use of musical elements helps 
predict the composer’s possible intent.

 � Standard L1.MI.R.3:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the musical and structural 
elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L1.MI.R.4:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the technical and musical 
skills evident in a quality performance.

 � Standard L1.MI.R.5:  Use self-assessment to judge and improve the quality of musical 
performance.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.MI.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.MI.CO.1–4).
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 � Standard L1.MI.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of  life.

 � Standard L1.MI.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L1.MI.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community, and to other academic subjects.

 � Standard L1.MI.CO.4:  Examine, with guidance, how musical works are influenced by the 
composer’s heritage and experiences.

INSTRUMENTAL—LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.MI.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L2.MI.CR.1–4).

 � Standard L2.MI.CR.1:  Improvise/generate simple rhythmic and melodic ideas and 
phrases.

 � Standard L2.MI.CR.2:  Develop, organize and notate rhythmic and melodic ideas and 
phrases with increasing complexity while continuing to develop 
aural skills.

 � Standard L2.MI.CR.3:  Refine musical ideas, apply student criteria, and use a variety of 
musical elements.

 � Standard L2.MI.CR.4:  Identify and rehearse skills and concepts that need greater unifica-
tion for performance.

Strand: PERFORM (L2.MI.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance.  They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards (l2.MI.P.1–8).

 � Standard L2.MI.P.1:  Select, with limited guidance, appropriate music for a solo or en-
semble performance, with consideration of student ability, prepa-
ration time and target audience, and explain why each piece was 
chosen.

 � Standard L2.MI.P.2:  Discuss, with limited guidance, various elements of a musical work.

 � Standard L2.MI.P.3:  With limited guidance, make appropriate interpretive musical deci-
sions as a soloist/ensemble.

 � Standard L2.MI.P.4:  Produce an appropriate tone over an expanded range of the 
instrument, using correct posture and physical connection to the 
instrument.
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 � Standard L2.MI.P.5:  Demonstrate fluency in the following technical performance skills:

a. Major scales in expanding ranges

b. Minor scales

c. Chromatic scales

d. Articulation

e. Dynamics

f. Rhythmic accuracy

g. Note accuracy

h. Ensemble listening

i. Tuning

j. Targeted practice techniques

k. Balance/blend

l. Ear training

 � Standard L2.MI.P.6:  Demonstrate notational literacy, including sight-reading.

 � Standard L2.MI.P.7:  Demonstrate productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member.

 � Standard L2.MI.P.8:  Watch and respond appropriately to the conductor and perform 
with technical accuracy, utilizing appropriate phrasing, dynamics, 
style, tempo, balance and blend to express ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L2.MI.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L2.MI.R.1–6).

 � Standard L2.MI.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discuss their effect on 
both listener and performer, and exhibit appropriate performance 
demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L2.MI.R.2:  With limited guidance, identify and discuss musical elements em-
bedded within a musical work to express possible meanings.

 � Standard L2.MI.R.3:  Consider how the use of musical elements helps predict the com-
poser’s possible intent.

 � Standard L2.MI.R.4:  With limited guidance, identify and describe the musical and struc-
tural elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L2.MI.R.5:  Identify and describe, with limited guidance, the technical and 
musical skills evident in a quality performance.
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 � Standard L2.MI.R.6:  Use self-assessment to judge and improve the quality of one's own 
musical performance.

Strand: CONNECT (L2.MI.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L2.MI.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L2.MI.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard L2.MI.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L2.MI.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community, and other academic subjects.

 � Standard L2.MI.CO.4:  Examine, with limited guidance, how musical works are influenced 
by the composer’s heritage and experiences.

INSTRUMENTAL—LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.MI.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L3.MI.CR.1–4).

 � Standard L3.MI.CR.1:  Improve/generate rhythmic and melodic ideas and phrases.

 � Standard L3.MI.CR.2:  Develop aural skills, and develop, organize, and notate rhythmic 
and melodic ideas and phrases with increasing complexity while 
continuing to develop aural skills.

 � Standard L3.MI.CR.3:  Evaluate and refine musical ideas, applying student criteria and us-
ing a variety of musical elements.

 � Standard L3.MI.CR.4:  Identify and rehearse skills and concepts that need greater unifica-
tion for performance.

Strand: PERFORM (L3.MI.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L3.MI.P.1–7).

 � Standard L3.MI.P.1:  Select appropriate music for a solo or ensemble performance, with 
consideration to student ability, preparation time and target audi-
ence, and explain why each piece was chosen.

 � Standard L3.MI.P.2:  Discuss various elements of a musical work.
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 � Standard L3.MI.P.3:  As a soloist/ensemble, make appropriate interpretive musical 
decisions.

 � Standard L3.MI.P.4:  Produce an appropriate tone over a moderate to extended range 
of the instrument, using correct posture and physical connection 
to the instrument.

 � Standard L3.MI.P.5:  Demonstrate fluency in the following technical performance skills:

a. Major/minor scales in extended ranges

b. Chromatic scales

c. Articulation

d. Dynamics

e. Rhythmic accuracy

f. Note accuracy

g. Ensemble listening

h. Tuning

i. Targeted practice techniques

j. Balance/blend

k. Ear training

 � Standard L3.MI.P.6:  Demonstrate notational literacy, including sight-reading.

 � Standard L3.MI.P.7:  Demonstrate productive rehearsal habits, both as an individual 
and as an ensemble member; watch and respond appropriately to 
the conductor; and perform with technical accuracy, utilizing ap-
propriate phrasing, dynamics, style, tempo, balance and blend to 
express ideas and emotions.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.MI.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L2.MI.R.1–6).

 � Standard L3.MI.R.1:  Respond to a musical performance by identifying the musical ele-
ments within a piece and in a given context, discuss their effect on 
both listener and performer, and exhibit appropriate performance 
demeanor and audience concert etiquette.

 � Standard L3.MI.R.2:  Identify and discuss musical elements embedded within a musical 
work to express possible meanings.

 � Standard L3.MI.R.3:  Consider how the use of musical elements helps predict the com-
poser’s possible intent.

 � Standard L3.MI.R.4:  Identify and describe the musical and structural elements that 
contribute to a quality musical work.
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 � Standard L3.MI.R.5:  Identify and describe, with limited guidance, the technical and 
musical skills evident in a quality performance.

 � Standard L3.MI.R.6:  Use self-assessment to judge and improve the quality of own musi-
cal performance.

Strand: CONNECT (L3.MI.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L3.MI.CO.1–4).

 � Standard L3.MI.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard L3.MI.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L3.MI.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community and to other academic subjects.

 � Standard L3.MI.CO.4:  Demonstrate an understanding of how musical works are influ-
enced by the composer’s heritage and experiences.

GENERAL/THEORY/COMPOSITION—LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.MG.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical works (Standards L1.MG.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L1.MG.CR.1:  Listen to and discuss a variety of musical styles and ideas, describ-
ing how various sounds can be used to represent experiences, 
moods, visual images and/or storylines.

 � Standard L1.MG.CR.2:  Improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas and explain their 
connection to specific purpose and context.

 � Standard L1.MG.CR.3:  Generate rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic phrases and variations 
over harmonic accompaniments within specific tonalities, forms, 
and meters through both aural dictation and original ideas.

 � Standard L1.MG.CR.4:  Identify, select, and organize musical ideas for arrangement within 
a recognizable form, and explain intent and connection to purpose 
and context.

 � Standard L1.MG.CR.5:  Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or software based nota-
tion and/or recording technology to document original rhythmic, 
melodic, or harmonic ideas.
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 � Standard L1.MG.CR.6:  Compose and refine original musical ideas, applying teacher-pro-
vided criteria of specific musical components.

Strand: PERFORM (L1.MG.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards L1.MG.P.1–6).

 � Standard L1.MG.P.1:  Apply collaboratively developed criteria for selecting music for a 
specific purpose and/or context, and discuss and identify the rea-
sons for the choices.

 � Standard L1.MG.P.2:  Identify, discuss, and interpret a musical work based on an under-
standing of the use of musical components such as form, harmon-
ic structure, and genre.

 � Standard L1.MG.P.3:  Demonstrate an understanding of musical elements and notation-
al literacy, including the following:

a. Melody

b. Harmonic structure, density, and tonal center

c. Dynamics and expressive qualities

d. Rhythm

e. Tone/timbre

f. Form

 � Standard L1.MG.P.4:  Demonstrate an understanding of various genres and styles of 
music.

 � Standard L1.MG.P.5:  Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical ac-
curacy and expressive aspects of works.

 � Standard L1.MG.P.6:  Discuss how musical works are appropriate for a specific audience 
or context.

Strand: RESPOND (L11.MG.P.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.MG.R.1–6).

 � Standard L1.MG.R.1:  Identify the musical components within a piece and how they pro-
vide meaning for both listener and performer.

 � Standard L1.MG.R.2:  Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a 
personal experience, mood, visual image or storyline in simple 
forms and describing the choices.
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 � Standard L1.MG.R.3:  Identify and discuss the musical elements that are embedded 
within a  work, and their use as musical elements and composition-
al techniques to convey the composer’s intent.

 � Standard L1.MG.R.4:  Identify and describe, with guidance, the musical and structural 
elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard L1.MG.R.5:  Identify and describe, with limited guidance, the technical and 
musical skills evident in a quality performance.

 � Standard L1.MG.R.6:  Use self-assessment to judge and improve the quality of one’s mu-
sical performance.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.MG.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.MG.CO.1–5).

 � Standard L1.MG.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard L1.MG.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard L1.MG.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community and to other academic subjects.

 � Standard L1.MG.CO.4:  Demonstrate, with limited guidance, an understanding of how 
musical works are influenced by the composer’s heritage and 
experiences.

 � Standard L1.MG.CO.5:  Describe the given context and performance medium for present-
ing personal works and how they affect the final composition and 
presentation.

GENERAL/THEORY/COMPOSITION—ADVANCED

Strand: CREATE (A.MG.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, and organize artistic ideas and work. They will com-
plete and refine musical work (Standards A.MG.CR.1–8).

 � Standard A.MG.CR.1:  Describe and demonstrate multiple ways in which sounds and mu-
sical ideas can be used to represent experiences and abstract ideas.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.2:  Improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas, and explain the 
connection to specific purpose and context.



SECO
N

D
A

RY M
U

SIC   |   92

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

 � Standard A.MG.CR.3:  Generate rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic phrases and varia-
tions with harmonic accompaniments within expanded tonalities, 
forms, and meters through both aural dictation and original ideas 
that convey expressive intent.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.4:  Assemble and organize musical ideas to create initial expressive 
statements, explaining connections to purpose or abstract ideas.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.5:  Use standard notation and software-based notation, as well as 
recording technology, to document original rhythmic, melodic, or 
harmonic ideas.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.6:  Analyze and demonstrate the development of musical ideas within 
a variety of forms.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.7:  Identify, explain, and apply personally developed criteria to assess, 
revise, and refine the technical and expressive aspects that led to 
the final version of a musical work.

 � Standard A.MG.CR.8:  Describe a variety of possible contexts and mediums for present-
ing personal musical works, and explain the impact on the success 
of the presentation.

Strand: PERFORM (A.MG.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work, and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of musical works (Standards A.MG.P.1–8).

 � Standard.A.MG.P.1:  Apply personally developed criteria to select music for a specific 
purpose and/or context, and identify and explain the reasons for 
the choices.

 � Standard A.MG.P.2:  Identify the various elements and structural components of a mu-
sical work.

 � Standard A.MG.P.3:  Analyze how the elements of music and compositional techniques 
relate to the style, function, and context, and their musical implica-
tions for rehearsal and performance.

 � Standard A.MG.P.4:  Interpret a work based on an understanding of the use of musi-
cal elements, and explain and justify how the choices reflect the 
creator’s intent.

 � Standard A.MG.P.5:  Demonstrate an understanding of music elements and notation, 
including:

a. Melody

b. Harmonic structure, density, and tonal center
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c. Dynamics and expressive qualities

d. Rhythm

e. Tone/timbre

f. Form

 � Standard A.MG.P.6:  Demonstrate an understanding of various genres and styles of 
music and their historical and cultural significance.

 � Standard A.MG.P.7:  Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical ac-
curacy and expressive aspects of works.

 � Standard A.MG.P.8:  Share live or recorded performances of works, and demonstrate 
how the elements of music and technical performance skills and 
interpretive decisions are used to convey expressive intent.

Strand: RESPOND (A.MG.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards A.MG.R.1–6).

 � Standard A.MG.R.1:  Identify the musical components within a piece and how they pro-
vide context; explain their effect on both listener and performer, 
and justify with supporting evidence.

 � Standard A.MG.R.2:  Apply researched or personally developed criteria to select music 
that expresses personal experiences and interests, visual images, 
concepts, texts, or storylines, in moderately complex forms, and 
describe and justify the choices.

 � Standard A.MG.R.3:  Justify and defend interpretations of varied works, and demon-
strate an understanding of the composer’s intent by citing the use 
of elements and components of music, compositional techniques, 
and the style and context of each work.

 � Standard A.MG.R.4: Identify, describe, and explain the effective use of the musical and 
structural elements that contribute to a quality musical work.

 � Standard A.MG.R.5:  Identify, describe, and explain the effective use of technical and 
musical skills evident in a quality performance.

 � Standard A.MG.R.6:  Use self-assessment to judge and improve the quality of one’s mu-
sical performance.

Strand: CONNECT (A.MG.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards A.MG.CO.1–4).
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 � Standard A.MG.CO.1:  Examine how music relates to personal development and enjoy-
ment of life.

 � Standard A.MG.CO.2:  Self-assess and document personal growth as a musician.

 � Standard A.MG.CO.3:  Experience how music connects us to history, culture, heritage, 
community, and other academic subjects.

 � Standard A.MG.CO.4:  Demonstrate an understanding of how musical works are influ-
enced by the composer’s heritage and experiences.



SECO
N

D
A

RY TH
EATRE   |   95

UTAH CORE STATE STANDARDS for the FINE ARTS

SECONDARY 
THEATRE

7TH–8TH GRADE

Strand: CREATE (7–8.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine theatre works (Standards 7–8.T.CR.1–8).

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.2:  Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying 
parts in the script that require the addition of a technical element. 

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.3:  Use form and structure to create a scene or play with a beginning, 
middle, and end that includes full character development, believ-
able dialogue, and logical plot outcomes.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.4:  Define roles, identify responsibilities, and participate in group deci-
sion making.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.5:  Explore physical, vocal, and emotional choices to develop a perfor-
mance that is believable, authentic, and relevant to a drama/the-
atre work.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.5:  Create and sustain a believable character throughout a scripted or 
improvised scene.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary 
to refine and revise.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CR.8:  Imagine and explore multiple perspectives and solutions to stag-
ing problems in a drama/theatre work.

Strand: PERFORM (7–8.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama/theatre works (Standards 7–8.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.1:  Interpret the character, setting, and essential events in a story or 
script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre 
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work, and consider various and unique choices to enhance the 
story in a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.2:  Perform as a productive and responsible member of an acting 
ensemble in both rehearsal and performance situations.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors through-
out a scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.4:  Communicate meaning using the body through space, shape, 
energy, and gesture.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.5:  Communicate meaning using the voice through volume, pitch, 
tone, rate, and clarity.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.7:  Identify appropriate stage properties and technical elements for a 
given production.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.8:  Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of stage 
spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and basic blocking 
techniques.

 � Standard 7–8.T.P.9:  Perform a variety of dramatic works for peers or invited audiences.

Strand: RESPOND (7–8.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning, and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards 7–8.T.R.1–7).

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.1:  Describe and demonstrate audience skills of observing attentively 
and responding appropriately in classroom presentations, rehears-
als, and live performance settings. 

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.2:  Justify responses based on personal experiences when participat-
ing in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.3:  Formulate a deeper understanding and appreciation of a drama/
theatre work by considering its specific purpose or intended 
audience.

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.4:  Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feed-
back, and constructive criticism.

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.5:  Examine a drama/theatre work using supporting evidence and 
criteria, while considering art forms, history, culture, and other 
disciplines.

 � Standard 7–8.T.R.6:  Describe and analyze how artists make choices based on personal 
experience in a drama/theatre work.
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 � Standard 7–8.T.R.7:  Identify and explain why artistic choices are made in a drama/the-
atre work.

Strand: CONNECT (7–8.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards 7–8.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard 7–8.T.CO.1:  Examine a community issue through multiple perspectives in a 
drama/theatre work.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CO.2:  Research how other theatre artists apply creative processes to tell 
stories in a devised or scripted drama/theatre work, using theatre 
research methods.

 � Standard 7–8.T.CO.3:  Examine contemporary social, cultural, or global issues through 
different forms of drama theatre work.

LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work.  They 
will complete and refine theatre works (Standards L1.T.CR.1–7).

 � Standard L1.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.2:  Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying 
points in the script that require the addition of a technical element.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.3:  Use correct form and structure to create a scene or play with a be-
ginning, middle, and end that includes full character development, 
believable dialogue, and logical plot outcomes.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.4:  Investigate the collaborative nature of the actor, director, play-
wright, and designers and explore their interdependent roles in a 
drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.5:  Explore physical, vocal, and emotional choices to develop a perfor-
mance that is believable, authentic, and relevant to a drama/the-
atre work.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.6:   Apply basic research and skills to construct ideas about the visual 
composition of a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary 
to refine and revise.
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Strand: PERFORM (L1.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of theatre works (Standards L1.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard L1.T.P.1:  Interpret the character, setting, and essential events in a story or 
script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre 
work.

 � Standard L1.T.P.2:  Investigate the collaborative nature of the actor, director, play-
wright, and designers, and explore their interdependent roles in a 
drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L1.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors through-
out a scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard L1.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard L1.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate of speed, and vocal clarity.

 �  Standard L1.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.

 � Standard L1.T.P.7:  Understand and apply technical elements to enhance activities 
and dramatizations.

 � Standard L1.T.P.8:  Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of 
stage spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and blocking 
techniques.

 �  Standard L1.T.P.9:  Present a drama/theatre work using creative processes that shape 
the production for a specific audience.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.T.R.1–8).

 � Standard L1.T.R.1:  Attend live performances of extended length and complexity, 
demonstrating an understanding of the protocols of audience 
behavior appropriate to the style of the performance.

 � Standard L1.T.R.2:  Defend responses based on personal experiences when participat-
ing in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L1.T.R.3:  Formulate a deeper understanding and appreciation of a drama/
theatre work by considering its specific purpose or intended 
audience.
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 � Standard L1.T.R.4:  Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feed-
back, and constructive criticism.

 � Standard L1.T.R.5:  Examine a drama/ theatre work using supporting evidence and 
criteria, while considering art forms, history, culture, and other 
disciplines.

 � Standard L1.T.R.6:  Analyze and compare artistic choices developed from personal 
experiences in multiple drama/theatre works.

 � Standard: L1.T.R.7:  Identify and explain why artistic choices are made in a drama/the-
atre work.

 � Standard L1.T.R.8:  Apply appropriate theatre terminology to describe and analyze the 
strengths and weaknesses of own or the group’s work.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experiences 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard L1.T.CO.1:  Choose and interpret a drama/theatre work to reflect on or ques-
tion personal beliefs.

 � Standard L1.T.CO.2:  Research how other theatre artists apply creative processes to tell 
stories in a devised or scripted drama/theatre work, using theatre 
research methods.

 � Standard L1.T.CO.3:  Examine contemporary social, cultural, or global issues through 
different forms of drama/theatre work.

LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards L2.T.CR.1–8).

 � Standard L2.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard L2.T.CR.2:  Conduct research to inform the design of sets, costumes, sound, 
and lighting for a dramatic production.

 � Standard L2.T.CR.3:  Develop and synthesize original ideas in a drama/theatre work uti-
lizing critical analysis, historical and cultural context, research, and 
Western or non-Western theatre traditions.
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 � Standard L2.T.CR.4:  Cooperate as a creative team to make interpretive choices for a 
drama/theatre work. 

 � Standard L2.T.CR.5:  Explore physical, vocal, and emotional choices to develop a per-
formance that is believable, authentic, and relevant in a drama/
theatre work.

 � Standard L2.T.CR.6:  Investigate historical and cultural conventions and their impact on 
the visual composition of a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L2.T.CR.7:  Use the rehearsal process to analyze the dramatic concept and 
technical design elements of a devised or scripted drama/theatre 
work.

 � Standard L2.T.CR.8:  Generate ideas from research and script analysis to devise a per-
formance that is believable, authentic, and relevant in a drama/
theatre work.

Strand: PERFORM (L2.R.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of theatre works (Standards L2.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard L2.T.P.1:  Develop the character, setting, and essential events in a story or 
script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre 
work.

 � Standard L2.T.P.2:  Share leadership and responsibilities to develop collaborative 
goals when preparing or devising drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L2.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors through-
out a scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard L2.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard L2.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate of speed, and vocal clarity.

 � Standard L2.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.

 � Standard L2.T.P.7:  Understand and apply technical elements to enhance activities 
and dramatizations.

 � Standard L2.T.P.8:  Explore various kinds of stage spaces, stage directions, areas of the 
stage and blocking techniques.

 � Standard L2.T.P.9:  Present a drama/theatre work using creative processes that shape 
the production for a specific audience.
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Strand: RESPOND (L2.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L2.T.R.1–8).

 � Standard L2.T.R.1:  Attend live performances of extended length and complexity; 
demonstrate an understanding of the protocols of audience be-
havior appropriate to the style of the performance.

 � Standard L2.T.R.2:  Evaluate responses based on personal experiences when partici-
pating in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L2.T.R.3:  Critique a drama/theatre work and how it communicates a specific 
purpose to an audience.

 � Standard L2.T.R.4:  Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feed-
back, and constructive criticism.

 � Standard L2.T.R.5:  Analyze and assess a drama/theatre work by connecting it to art 
forms, history, culture, and other disciplines using supporting evi-
dence and criteria.

 � Standard L2.T.R.6:  Develop detailed supporting evidence and criteria to reinforce 
and defend artistic choices when participating in or observing a 
drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L2.T.R.7:  Analyze why artistic choices are made in a drama/theatre work. 

 � Standard L2.T.R.8:  Apply appropriate theatre terminology to evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of one's own or the group’s work.

Strand: CONNECT (L2.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experiences 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L2.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard L2.T.CO.1:  Choose and interpret a drama/theatre work to reflect or question 
personal beliefs.

 � Standard L2.T.CO.2:  Formulate creative choices for a devised or scripted drama/theatre 
work based on theatre research about the selected topic.

 � Standard L2.T.CO.3:  Examine contemporary social, cultural, or global issues through 
different forms of drama/theatre work.
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LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.T.CR.)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine drama works (Standards L3.T.CR.1–8).

 � Standard L3.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work.

 � Standard L3.T.CR.2:  Create and implement a major design element for a mainstage 
production. 

 � Standard L3.T.CR.3:  Develop and synthesize original ideas in a drama/theatre work 
utilizing critical analysis, historical and cultural context, research, 
and Western or non-Western theatre traditions.

 � Standard L3.T.CR.4:  Collaborate as a creative team to discover artistic solutions and 
make interpretive choices in a devised or scripted drama/theatre 
work. 

 � Standard L3.T.CR.5:  Apply appropriate acting techniques and styles in performances of 
characters from a variety of dramatic genres and historical periods.

 � Standard L3.T.CR.6:  Synthesize knowledge from a variety of dramatic forms, theatrical 
conventions, and technologies to create the visual composition of 
a drama/theatre work. 

 � Standard L3.T.CR.7:  Refine, transform, and reimagine a devised or scripted drama/the-
atre work using the rehearsal process to invent or reimagine style, 
genre, form, technical design, and conventions.

 � Standard L3.T.CR.8:  Generate ideas from research and script analysis to devise a per-
formance that is believable, authentic, and relevant in a drama/
theatre work.

Strand: PERFORM (L3.T.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of drama works (Standards L3.T.P.1–9).

 � Standard L3.T.P.1:  Develop the character, setting, and essential events in a story or 
script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre 
work.

 � Standard L3.T.P.2:  Collaborate as a creative team to discover artistic solutions, and 
make interpretive choices in a devised or scripted drama/theatre 
work. 
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 � Standard L3.T.P.3:  Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors through-
out a scripted or improvised scene.

 � Standard L3.T.P.4:  Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture.

 � Standard L3.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate of speed, and vocal clarity.

 �  Standard L3.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices.

 � Standard L3.T.P.7:  Evaluate artistic choices in the use of technical elements in a 
production.

 � Standard L3.T.P.8:  Explore various kinds of stage spaces, stage directions, areas of the 
stage and blocking techniques.

 � Standard L3.T.P.9:  Present a drama/theatre production for a specific audience that 
employs research and analysis grounded in the creative perspec-
tives of the playwright, director, designer, and dramaturgy.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.T.R.)

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L3.T.R.1–8).

 � Standard L3.T.R.1:  Attend live performances of extended length and complexity, 
demonstrating an understanding of the protocols of audience 
behavior appropriate to the style of the performance.

 � Standard L3.T.R.2:  Articulate responses based on personal experiences when partici-
pating in or observing a drama/theatre work.

 � Standard L3.T.R.3: Compare and debate the connection between a drama/theatre 
work and contemporary issues that may affect audiences.

 � Standard L3.T.R.4:  Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feed-
back, and constructive criticism.

 � Standard L3.T.R.5:  Research and synthesize cultural and historical information related 
to a drama/theatre work to support or evaluate artistic choices.

 � Standard L3.T.R.6:  Synthesize evidence and appropriate criteria to revise personal 
work and interpret the work of others when participating in or 
observing a drama/theatre work. 

 � Standard L3.T.R.7:  Analyze and evaluate why artistic choices are made in a drama/
theatre work.
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 � Standard L3.T.R.8:  Apply appropriate theatre terminology to evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of own or the group’s work.

Strand: CONNECT (L3.T.CO.)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experiences 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L3.T.CO.1–3).

 � Standard L3.T.CO.1:  Collaborate on a drama/theatre work that examines a critical 
global issue using multiple personal, community, and cultural 
perspectives.

 � Standard L3.T.CO.2:  Justify the creative choices made in a devised or scripted drama/
theatre work, based on a critical interpretation of specific data 
from theatre research.

 � Standard L3.T.CO.3:  Examine contemporary social, cultural, or global issues through 
different forms of drama/theatre work.
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SECONDARY
VISUAL ARTS

7TH–8TH GRADE 

Strand: CREATE (7–8.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards 7–8.V.CR.1–11). 

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.1:  Apply methods to overcome creative blocks.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.2:  Document early stages of the creative process visually and/or ver-
bally in traditional or new media.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.3:  Develop criteria to guide making a work of art or design to meet 
an identified goal.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.4:  Collaboratively shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of 
present-day life using traditional or contemporary practices of art 
or design.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.5:  Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various materi-
als, methods, and approaches in creating works of art or design.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.6:  Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to 
pursue ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of 
art-making or designing.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.7:  Demonstrate awareness of ethical responsibility to oneself and 
others when posting and sharing images and other materials 
through the Internet, social media, and other communication 
formats.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.8:  Demonstrate awareness of practices, issues, and ethics of appro-
priation, fair use, copyright, open source, and creative commons as 
they apply to creating works of art and design.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.9:  Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a 
work of art, design, or media that clearly communicates informa-
tion or ideas.
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 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.10:  Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually 
clear and compelling presentations.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CR.11:  Reflect on and explain important information about personal art-
work in an artist statement or another format, and apply relevant 
criteria to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for a work of art 
or design in progress. 

Strand: PRESENT (7–8.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 7–8.V.P.1–4).

 � Standard 7–8.V.P.1: Compare and contrast how technologies have changed the way 
artwork is preserved, presented, and experienced.

 � Standard 7–8.V.P.2: Develop and apply criteria for evaluating a collection of artwork 
for presentation.

 � Standard 7–8.V.P.3: Develop skills and concepts to refine artistic work for presentation 
by analyzing and evaluating methods for preparing and present-
ing art based on criteria, by collaboratively preparing and present-
ing selected theme-based artwork for display, and by formulating 
exhibition narratives for the viewer.

 � Standard 7–8.V.P.4: Express meaning through the presentation of artistic work by com-
paring and contrasting, viewing, and experiencing collections and 
exhibitions in different venues, actual and virtual; and by analyz-
ing why and how an exhibition or collection may influence ideas, 
beliefs, and experiences.

Strand: RESPOND (7–8.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards 7–8.V.R.1–6).

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.1: Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experi-
ence of an artwork influence how it is perceived and valued.

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.2: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture 
and environment.

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.3: Analyze multiple ways that images influence specific audience.

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.4: Compare and contrast contexts and media in which viewers en-
counter images that influence ideas, emotions, and actions.

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.5: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work and process by 
analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, characteristics 
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of form and structure, use of media, art-making approaches, and 
relevant contextual information contribute to understanding mes-
sages, ideas, or mood conveyed. 

 � Standard 7–8.V.R.6: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process by comparing 
and explaining the difference between an evaluation of an artwork 
based on personal criteria and an evaluation of an artwork based 
on a set of established criteria, and by creating a convincing and 
logical argument to support an evaluation of art.

Strand: CONNECT (7–8.V.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards 7–8.V.CO.1–4). 

 � Standard 7–8.V.CO.1:  Individually or collaboratively, create visual documentation of 
places and times in which people gather to make and experience 
art or design in the community.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CO.2:  Make art collaboratively to reflect on and reinforce positive aspects 
of group identity. 

 � Standard 7–8.V.CO.3:  Analyze how response to art is influenced by understanding the 
time and place in which it was created, the available resources, and 
cultural uses.

 � Standard 7–8.V.CO.4:  Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, establish, rein-
force, and reflect group identity.

LEVEL 1

Strand: CREATE (L1.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards L1.V.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L1.V.CR.1:  Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors.

 � Standard L1.V.CR.2:  Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life us-
ing traditional or contemporary practices of art or design.

 � Standard L1.V.CR.3:  Engage in making a work of art or design without having a precon-
ceived plan.

 � Standard L1.V.CR.4:  Explain how traditional and nontraditional materials may affect 
human health and environment, and demonstrate safe handling of 
materials, tools, and equipment.
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 � Standard L1.V.CR.5:  Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or 
space design that transforms the perception and experience of a 
particular place.

 � Standard L1.V.CR.6:  Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural 
contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art 
and design in progress.

Strand: PRESENT (L1.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L1.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard L1.V.P.1:  Analyze, select, and curate artifacts and/or artworks for presenta-
tion and preservation.

 � Standard L1.V.P.2:  Analyze and evaluate the reasons and ways an exhibition is 
presented.

 � Standard L1.V.P.3:  Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs 
and understandings.

Strand: RESPOND (L1.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer, as well as the creator (Standards L1.V.R.1–4).

 � Standard L1.V.R.1:  Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and under-
standing of human experiences.

 � Standard L1.V.R.2:  Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by expe-
riencing visual imagery.

 � Standard L1.V.R.3:  Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant 
and sufficient evidence found in the work and it various contexts.

 � Standard L1.V.R.4:  Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work of art or col-
lection of works.

Strand: CONNECT (L1.V.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L1.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard L1.V.CO.1:  Document the process of developing ideas from early stages to 
fully elaborated ideas.
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 � Standard L1.V.CO.2:  Describe how knowledge of culture, traditions, and history may 
influence personal responses to art.

LEVEL 2

Strand: CREATE (L2.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards L2.V.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L2.V.CR.1:  Individually or collaboratively formulate new creative problems 
based on own existing artwork.

 � Standard L2.V.CR.2:  Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.

 � Standard L2.V.CR.3:  Demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art 
form through experimentation, practice, and persistence.

 � Standard L2.V.CR.4:  Demonstrate awareness of ethical implications of making and dis-
tributing creative work.

 � Standard L2.V.CR.5:  Redesign an object, system, place or design in response to contem-
porary issues.

 � Standard L2.V.CR.6:  Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-
engage, revise, and refine works of art and design in response to 
personal artistic vision.

Strand: PRESENT (L2.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will con-
vey meaning through the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L2.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard L2.V.P.1:  Analyze, select, and critique personal artwork for a collection or 
portfolio presentation.

 � Standard L2.V.P.2:  Evaluate, select, and apply methods or processes appropriate to 
display artwork in a specific place.

 � Standard L2.V.P.3:  Make, explain, and justify connections between artists or artwork 
and social, cultural, and political history.

Strand: RESPOND (L2.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
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observer as well as the creator (Standards L2.V.R.1–4).

 � Standard L2.V.R.1:  Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic re-
sponses to the natural world and constructed environments.

 � Standard L2.V.R.2:  Evaluate the effectiveness of an image or images to influence 
ideas, feelings, and behaviors of specific audiences.

 � Standard L2.V.R.3:  Identify types of contextual information useful in the process of 
constructing interpretations of an artwork or collection of works.

 � Standard L2.V.R.4:  Determine the relevance of criteria used by others to evaluate a 
work of art or collection of works.

Strand: CONNECT (L2.V.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L2.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard L2.V.CO.1:  Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and experimenta-
tion to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making.

 � Standard L2.V.CO.2:  Compare uses of art in a variety of societal, cultural, and historical 
contexts, making connections to uses of art in contemporary and 
local contexts.

LEVEL 3

Strand: CREATE (L3.V.CR.)

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation 
(Standards L3.V.CR.1–6).

 � Standard L3.V.CR.1:  Visualize and hypothesize to generate plans for ideas and direc-
tions for creating art and design that can effect social change.

 � Standard L3.V.CR.2:  Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices, following or breaking established 
conventions to plan the making of multiple works of art and de-
sign based on a theme, idea, or concept.

 � Standard L3.V.CR.3:  Experiment, plan, and make multiple works of art and design that 
explore a personally meaningful theme, idea, or concept. 

 � Standard L3.V.CR.4:  Demonstrate understanding of the importance of balancing free-
dom and responsibility in the use of images, materials, tools, and 
equipment in the creation and circulation of creative work.
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 � Standard L3.V.CR.5:  Demonstrate in works of art or design how visual and material cul-
ture defines, shapes, enhances, inhibits, and/or empowers people’s 
lives.

 � Standard L3.V.CR.6:  Reflect on, re-engage in, revise, and refine works of art or design 
considering relevant traditional and contemporary criteria, as well 
as personal artistic vision.

Strand: PRESENT (L3.V.P.)

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will con-
vey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards L3.V.P.1–3).

 � Standard L3.V.P.1:  Critique, justify, and present choices in the process of analyzing, 
selecting, curating, and presenting artwork for a specific exhibit or 
event.

 � Standard L3.V.P.2:  Investigate, compare, and contrast methods for preserving and 
protecting art. 

 � Standard L3.V.P.3:  Curate a collection of objects, artifacts, or artwork to affect 
the viewer’s understanding of social, cultural, and/or political 
experiences.

Strand: RESPOND (L3.V.R.)

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator (Standards L3.V.R.1–4).

 � Standard L3.V.R.1:  Analyze how responses to art develop over time based on knowl-
edge of and experience with art and life.

 � Standard L3.V.R.2:  Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual im-
ages attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.

 � Standard L3.V.R.3:  Analyze differing interpretations of an artwork or collection of 
works in order to select and defend a plausible critical analysis.

 � Standard L3.V.R.4:  Construct evaluations of a work of art or collection of works based 
on differing sets of criteria.

Strand: CONNECT (L3.V.CO.)

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con-
text (Standards L3.V.CO.1–2).

 � Standard L3.V.CO.1:  Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and personal 
life with art-making approaches to create meaningful works of art 
or design.
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� Standard L3.V.CO.2:  Appraise the impact of an artist or a group of artists on the beliefs,
values, and behaviors of a society.
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These guidelines were created to connect Art History, Social 
and Ballroom Dance, and Technical Theatre to the Fine Arts 
Core Strands and Standards. Each of these courses are ex-
pected to meet the standards with these supplemental aids.

The Social and Ballroom Dance guidelines include cultural 
dance forms which are part of World (folkloric) Dance. The 
guidelines connect the Level I standards and should be 
followed in the Level II and III, as well as Ballroom Dance 
Company. 

INTRODUCTION
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GUIDELINES FOR ART HISTORY
Overview: These guidelines were created to connect Art History to the Fine Arts Core 
Strands and Standards. Each art history course is expected to meet the standards with these 
guidelines.

Strand: CREATE 

Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their 
artistic ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation. 
(Standards L1.V.CR.6, L2.V.CR.2-3).

Art History/AP Art History: CREATE
Students will recognize the decisions that artists make when creating a work of art, and stu-
dents will demonstrate their understanding by creating their own work/s of art.

 � Standard L1.V.CR.6:  Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural 
contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan revisions for works of art 
and design in progress.

Guidelines:
• Students will demonstrate their understanding of art history to 

develop a creative product. 
• Students will identify the use of formal elements of art and prin-

ciples of design within a work of art. 

 � Standard L2.V.CR.2:   Choose from a range of materials and methods of traditional and 
contemporary artistic practices to plan works of art and design.

Guideline:
Students will understand how artists use a variety of media, 
methods, and processes to create a work of art. 

 � Standard L2.V.CR.3:   Demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art 
form through experimentation, practice, and persistence.

Guideline:
Students will understand how artists use a variety of media, 
methods, and processes to create a work of art. 

ART HISTORY
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Strand: PRESENT 

Students will analyze, interpret, refine and select artistic work for presentation. They will 
convey meaning in the manner in which the art is presented (Standards 1.V.P.2–3).

Art History/AP Art History: PRESENT 
Students will research, analyze, and interpret works of art and present them to an audience. 
They will understand that the manner in which works of art are presented impacts how a 
work of art is received.

 � Standard L1.V.P.2:   Analyze and evaluate the reasons and ways an exhibition is 
presented.

Guideline:
Students will explain how the context of presentation and the 
function of an artwork impacts how a work of art is received.

 � Standard L1.V.P.3:   Analyze and describe the impact that an exhibition or collection 
has on personal awareness of social, cultural, or political beliefs and 
understandings.

Guidelines:
• Students will research a work of art and present the components 

of form, function, content, and context to an audience. 
• Students will explain how the context of presentation and the 

function of an artwork impacts how a work of art is received.

Strand: RESPOND 

Students will understand, evaluate, and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer, as well as the creator (Standards L3.V.R.2-4, L1.V.R.3).

Art History/AP Art History: RESPOND 
Students will understand, evaluate and articulate how works of art convey meaning for the 
observer as well as the creator.

 � Standard L3.V.R.2:  Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual im-
ages attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.

Guideline:
Students will determine the features of tradition demonstrated 
by an artist, group of artists, style, historical period, or culture. 

 � Standard L3.V.R.3:  Analyze differing interpretations of an artwork or collection of works 
in order to select and defend a plausible critical analysis.

Guideline:
Students will analyze differing interpretations of an artwork or 
collection of works. 
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 � Standard L3.V.R.4:   Construct evaluations of a work of art or collection of works based 
on differing sets of criteria.

Guidelines:
Students will construct evaluations of a work of art or collection 
of works based on differing sets of criteria. 

 � Form, function, context, content
 � Time, period/culture
 � Theme

 � Standard L1.V.R.3:  Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant 
and sufficient evidence found in the work and its various contexts.

Guideline:
Students will defend an interpretation of an artwork or collection 
of works, supported by relevant and sufficient evidence found in 
the work. 

Strand: CONNECT: 

Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external con 
text (Standards L2.V.CO.2, L3.V.CO.1).

Art History/AP Art History: CONNECT 
Students will relate artistic skills, ideas, and work with personal meaning and external 
context.

 � Standard L2V.CO.2:  Compare uses of art in a variety of societal, cultural, and historical 
contexts, making connections to uses of art in contemporary and 
local contexts.

Guidelines:
• Students will describe how a theme or idea can be expressed 

throughout time and across cultures. 
• Students will explain how context influences features of tradition 

and change.
• Students will explain how a work of art can influence other 

works, cultures, or artists. 
• Students will analyze relationships between works of art based 

on their similarities and differences. 
• Students will correctly justify an attribution of an unknown work 

of art to a culture, artist, or style. 
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 � Standard L3.V.CO.1:  Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and personal life 
with art-making approaches to create meaningful works of art or 
design.

Guideline:
Students will use art and art history to enrich their own lives or 
environment.
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SOCIAL AND
BALLROOM DANCE
Strand: CREATE

OVERVIEW (Standards L1.D.CR.1–7)

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will create and refine ballroom or social dance works.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.1:  Demonstrate openness, willingness, persistence, respect, and coop-
eration in trying new ideas, methods, and approaches in creating 
dance.

Guidelines:
• Learn partnering skills in all ballroom dance styles.
• Demonstrate non-judgmental behavior, proper etiquette, and 

respect for partner(s).
• Explore various styles of social and ballroom dance.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.2: Explore a variety of stimuli to develop an improvisational or choreo-
graphed dance study; identify personal movement preferences and 
strengths.

Guidelines:
• Create small sections of step sequences that allow good leading 

and following.
• Practice created steps with partner with focus on fluidity and 

natural posture.
• Utilize various types of music, props, visual images, quotes, and 

concepts to improvise/choreograph dance.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.3: Use the elements and terminology of dance to articulate and justify 
movement choices.

Guidelines: Explore reasons for movement choices based on:
• Body—Posture, frame, arm placement, body alignment, foot-

work, foot positions, and technique
• Energy—Tone, force, smooth vs. staccato, bound vs. flow, fast vs. 

slow, Latin vs. Ballroom
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• Space—Line of Dance, floor craft, formations, spatial awareness 
with partner, other couples, levels, negative and positive space.

• Time—Rhythm, time signature, beats and bars, accent, phrasing, 
musicality.

• Motion—Axial movement, locomotion, walk, run, hop, jump, 
skip, leap, slide, stasis vs. activity.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.4: Design an original dance or study using choreographic devices and 
dance structures to support an artistic intent; discuss how they sup-
port the artistic intent.

Guideline: 
Learn the basic steps of a dance and design a movement pattern 
following choreographic forms such as ABA, Rondo, and Canon. 
Utilize choreographic devices such as contrast, repetition, motif 
development, theme, variation, etc.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.5: Revise choreography collaboratively or independently based on 
artistic criteria, selfreflection, and the feedback of others.

Guidelines:
• Refine individual patterns and phrases in lead/follow and 

technique.
• Utilize a Peer Review.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.6: Analyze and evaluate impact of choices made in the revision 
process.

Guideline: 
Analyze and evaluate how revisions in the creative process or 
preparation for a performance affect partner(s), formations, timing, 
movement, etc.

 � Standard L1.D.CR.7: Use recognized systems to document a section of a dance via writ-
ing, symbols, or media technologies.

Guidelines: 
Students document a dance sequence; the following are 
suggestions:

• Use video/smart TV/Coach’s Corner.
• Use Laban Notation.
• Use self or peer review.
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Strand: PERFORM

OVERVIEW (Standard L1.D.P1-10)

Within a ballroom or social dance course, students should select artistic works for perfor-
mance; develop technique and concepts to refine artistic work; and use the elements of 
body, time, energy, and space to express meaning through dance.

 � Standard L1.D.P.1 Sculpt the body in space, and design body shapes in relation to 
other dancers, objects and environment; use complex floor and 
air patterns with direct and indirect pathways while maintaining a 
sense of spatial design and relationship.

Guidelines: Space
• Use correct posture and framework in relation to one’s partner.
• Use complex floor patterns while maintaining a sense of spa-

tial awareness and design in relation to one’s partner and other 
couples.

• Maintain an awareness of the line of dance.

 � Standard L1.D.P2 Analyze and select metric, kinetic, and breath phrasing, and apply 
appropriately to dance phrases that employ various timings; use 
syncopation and rhythmic accents related to different tempi.

Guideline: 
Time: Using different styles of social and ballroom dance, analyze, 
and select various time signatures, syncopation, rhythm, accents, 
beats, and bars.

 � Standard L1.D.P3 Direct energy and dynamics in technique exercises and dance per-
formance in such a way that movement is textured and enhanced.

Guideline:
Energy: Direct energy and dynamics in such a way movement is 
textured and enhanced in various styles and rhythms of social and 
ballroom dance; e.g. smooth vs. staccato, bound vs. flow, Latin vs. 
Ballroom.

 � Standard L1.D.P4 Develop a plan for healthful practices in dance activities and every-
day life including nutrition and injury prevention; discuss the imple-
mentation of the plan and how it supports personal performance 
goals.

Guidelines:
• Develop a plan of healthful practices which should include sleep, 

nutrition, and exercise (cardio, flexibility, strength, agility, mind-
fulness, etc.).
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• Implement the plan.
• Write or discuss how a healthy lifestyle and habits affect your re-

lationship with a dance partner(s).

 � Standard L1.D.P5 Apply body-mind principles to technical dance skills when perform-
ing works in a variety of dance genres and styles.

Guidelines: Body
• Focus on technical skills of posture, frame, arm placement, body 

alignment, footwork, foot positions, and technique.
• Develop technical fluency in various styles of social and ballroom 

dance.
• Be kinesthetically aware and mindful of your relationship with 

your partner.

 � Standard L1.D.P6 Collaborate with peers to achieve performance accuracy, clarity, and 
expressiveness; discuss the choices made, the effects experienced, 
and methods for improvement.

Guidelines:
• Collaborate with partner to achieve performance accuracy, clar-

ity and expressiveness required for leading and following.
• Discuss body language and connection between partner(s).
• Discuss choices made within partnership and methods for 

improvement.

 � Standard L1.D.P7 Articulate personal performance goals, practice to reach goals, and 
document personal improvement over time.

Guideline: 
Articulate personal performance goals and practice to achieve 
these goals with one’s partner.

 � Standard L1.D.P8 Demonstrate leadership qualities when working in groups.

Guideline: 
Demonstrate good leading and following practices while working 
with a partner.

 � Standard L1.D.P9 Use appropriate etiquette practices during class, rehearsal, and per-
formance; accept and apply feedback.

Guidelines:
• Practice partnering skills in all styles of ballroom and social 

dance including partnering respect, preparation and punctuality, 
and how to correctly rotate and change partners.

• Accept and apply feedback.
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 � Standard L1.D.P10 Generate production elements that would intensify and heighten 
the artistic intent of a dance performance; explain reasons for choic-
es using production terminology.

Guideline: 
Demonstrate artistry through various styles of ballroom and social 
dance.

Strand: RESPOND

OVERVIEW (Standards L1.D.R.1–5)

Within a ballroom or social dance course students should share their perceptions and analy-
sis of cultural, social, and ballroom dance forms. To address the fine art standards: interpret 
the intent, meaning and purpose behind the forms and styles, as well as, historical implica-
tions in the creation and performance of various dance styles.

 � Standard L1.D.R.1: Select and compare different dances and discuss their intent and 
artistic expression.

Guidelines: 
Compare and contrast two different social, folk, or ballroom danc-
es. Include the intent, purpose, and artistic elements. The following 
are suggested ideas:
• Venn diagram
• Written reflection
• Socratic seminar
• Lecture or group discussion.

 � Standard L1.D.R.2: Explain how the elements of dance are used in a variety of genres, 
styles, or cultural movement practices.

Guidelines:
• Discuss elements of energy, time (importance of timing), space 

(spatial floor pattern), and flow of dance.
• Partner rhythm, timing, accents, varying the tempo to aid the 

dynamics of performance.

 � Standard L1.D.R.3: Experience a variety of culturally based dance forms; demonstrate 
and explain how one cultural form is different from another; and cre-
ate and perform a dance that reflects one’s own cultural movement 
practice.

Guidelines:
• Investigate how social, ballroom, and cultural dances represent 

individuals, communities, and cultures across the globe and re-
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flect on how they differ from one another.
• Experience a variety of social and ballroom dances that reflect 

various cultures.
• Create a dance movement, sequence, phrase, or routine with a 

partner that reflects one’s own culture(s); and share.
• Discuss cultural appropriation and culturally sensitive dance 

performance.

 � Standard L1.D.R.4: Use artistic criteria to determine what makes an effective perfor-
mance considering content, context, genre, style, and/or cultural 
movement practice.

 � Standard L1.D.R.5: Analyze the artistic expression of a dance, and discuss insights using 
evaluative criteria and genre-specific dance terminology.

Strand: CONNECT

OVERVIEW (Standards L1.D.CO.1-4)

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experience 
to create and understand social and ballroom dance. They will relate different dance styles 
with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding of social and ball-
room dance forms.

 � Standard L1.D.CO.1: Analyze a dance and interpret the ideas expressed by the choreog-
rapher then provide evidence to support analysis; explain how one's 
own personal perspectives may affect one’s interpretation.

Guidelines: 
• Watch and analyze a social, folk, or ballroom dance and interpret 

the ideas expressed by the choreographer or dancers, consid-
ering content, context, genre, style, and/or cultural movement 
practice. 

• Support your analysis with evidence through written, verbal, or 
group discussion. 

• Explain how one’s own bias may affect one’s interpretation of the 
ideas expressed in the dance.

 � Standard L1.D.CO.2: Identify a question or problem that could be explored through 
dance; conduct research using a variety of methods; create a dance 
that investigates the question posed; then discuss how the dance 
communicates new perspectives or realizations.

Guidelines: 
• In small groups, identify a question or problem that could be ex-
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plored through social dance. 
• Conduct research using a variety of methods to inform the cre-

ative process.

 � Standard L1.D.CO.3: Analyze and discuss dances from selected genres or styles or histori-
cal time periods and formulate reasons for the similarities and differ-
ences between them in relation to the ideas and perspectives of the 
peoples from which the dances originate.

Guidelines: 
Suggested dances to analyze and discuss: Salsa-Mambo, Cha Cha-
Rumba, Lindy Hop-Quickstep, Quickstep-Foxtrot, East Coast Swing-
West Coast Swing, Waltz- Viennese Waltz, and Tango-Paso Doble

 � Standard L1.D.CO.4: Compare the process used in choreography to that of other creative, 
academic, or scientific procedures.

Guidelines: 
• Often in ballroom dance, choreography can be a specific order of 

steps predetermined by a choreographer. In social dance, chore-
ography is created instantaneously between the leader and fol-
lower, depending on known steps, style, and floor space.

• Compare the processes used in choreography to that of other 
creative, academic, or scientific procedures.
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GUIDELINES FOR ARTS GRADUATION CREDIT 

Strand: CREATE (L1.T.CR.) 

Students will conceptualize, generate, develop, and organize artistic ideas and work. They 
will complete and refine theatre works (Standards L1.T.CR.1–7). 

 � Standard L1.T.CR.1:  Develop imagination to create artistic ideas and work. 

Guideline: 
Will design/create/implement design elements necessary to sup-
port the production.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.2:  Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying 
points in the script that require the addition of a technical element. 

Guideline: 
Investigate what theatrical design components contribute to the 
theatrical production.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.3:  Use correct form and structure to create a scene or play with a be-
ginning, middle, and end that includes full character development, 
believable dialogue, and logical plot outcomes. 

Guideline: 
The role of technical theatre supports others in the completion of 
this standard.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.4:  Investigate the collaborative nature of the actor, director, playwright, 
and designers and explore their interdependent roles in a drama/
theatre work. 

Guideline: 
Demonstrate how a designer communicates a production design, 
including renderings, models, sketches, drafting, computer graph-
ics, etc.

TECHNICAL
THEATRE
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 � Standard L1.T.CR.5:  Explore physical, vocal, and emotional choices to develop a perfor-
mance that is believable, authentic, and relevant to a drama/theatre 
work. 

Guideline: 
Employ devices such as sets, costumes, microphones that support 
the believability of the exploration of character and performance.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.6:  Apply basic research and skills to construct ideas about the visual 
composition of a drama/theatre work. 

Guideline: 
Explore how technical theatre articulates the design process based 
on the physical and artistic needs of the show.

 � Standard L1.T.CR.7:  Recognize that participating in the rehearsal process is necessary to 
refine and revise. 

Guideline: 
Describe the role of the designer and technician in the collabora-
tive process of technical theatre.

Strand: PERFORM (L1.T.P.)  

Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for performance. They will develop 
techniques and concepts to refine artistic work and express meaning through the presenta-
tion of theatre works (Standards L1.T.P.1–9). 

 � Standard L1.T.P.1:   Interpret the character, setting, and essential events in a story or 
script that make up the dramatic structure in a drama/theatre work. 

Guideline: 
Implement research based on the dramatic structure of the script 
and collaborate with artistic staff to apply production elements. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.2:   Investigate the collaborative nature of the actor, director, playwright, 
and designers, and explore their interdependent roles in a drama/
theatre work. 

Guideline: 
Practice stage safety protocols as well as practice proper backstage 
decorum while implementing collaboration with creative staff. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.3:   Observe, listen, and respond in character to other actors throughout 
a scripted or improvised scene. 

Guideline: 
Safely execute specific technical procedures including but not lim-
ited to board operation, stage management, and running crew in a 
scripted or improvised scene. 
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 � Standard L1.T.P.4:   Use body to communicate meaning through space, shape, energy, 
and gesture. 

Guideline: 
The role of technical theatre supports others in the completion of 
this standard. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.5:  Use voice to communicate meaning through volume, pitch, tone, 
rate of speed, and vocal clarity. 

Guideline: 
Understand basic acoustic theory for the implementation of vol-
ume, pitch, tone, rate of speed, and vocal clarity. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.6:  Use imagination to inform artistic choices. 

Guideline: 
Demonstrate and identify safe technical theatre practices to sup-
port artistic choices. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.7:   Understand and apply technical elements to enhance activities and 
dramatizations. 

 � Standard L1.T.P.8:   Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of stage 
spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and blocking techniques. 

Guideline: 
Understand and enforce safety procedures and protocols and per-
form the role of liaison between all artistic and technical entities.   

 � Standard L1.T.P.9:   Present a drama/theatre work using creative processes that shape 
the production for a specific audience. 

Guideline: 
Safely present essential technical theatre elements and construc-
tion techniques relative to scenic construction, costume construc-
tion, lighting design, sound design, etc. for a specific audience. 

Strand: RESPOND (L1.T.R.)  

Students will perceive and analyze artistic work and process. They will interpret intent and 
meaning and apply criteria to evaluate artistic work and process (Standards L1.T.R.1–8). 

 � Standard L1.T.R.1:   Attend live performances of extended length and complexity, dem-
onstrating an understanding of the protocols of audience behavior 
appropriate to the style of the performance.  

 � Standard L1.T.R.2:   Defend responses based on personal experiences when participat-
ing in or observing a drama/theatre work.  
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 � Standard L1.T.R.3:   Formulate a deeper understanding and appreciation of a drama/ 
theatre work by considering its specific purpose or intended 
audience. 

 � Standard L1.T.R.4:   Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback, 
and constructive criticism. 

Guideline:
Demonstrate the ability to adjust, collaborate, and adapt technical 
elements from artistic feedback and criticism. 

 � Standard L1.T.R.5:   Examine a drama/ theatre work using supporting evidence and 
criteria, while considering art forms, history, culture, and other 
disciplines. 

 � Standard L1.T.R.6:   Analyze and compare artistic choices developed from personal ex-
periences in multiple drama/theatre works. 

 � Standard: L1.T.R.7:   Identify and explain why artistic choices are made in a drama/the-
atre work. 

 � Standard L1.T.R.8:   Apply appropriate theatre terminology to describe and analyze the 
strengths and weaknesses of own or the group’s work. 

Strand: CONNECT (L1.T.CO.)  

Students will synthesize and relate knowledge from personal and collaborative experiences 
to make and receive art. They will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 
historical context to deepen understanding (Standards L1.T.CO.1–3). 

 � Standard L1.T.CO.1:   Choose and interpret a drama/theatre work to reflect on or question 
personal beliefs. 

Guideline: 
Articulate how technical elements in a scripted work to reflect on 
or challenge personal beliefs. 

 � Standard L1.T.CO.2:   Research how other theatre artists apply creative processes to tell 
stories in a devised or scripted drama/theatre work, using theatre 
research methods. 

 � Standard L1.T.CO.3:   Examine contemporary social, cultural, or global issues through dif-
ferent forms of drama/theatre work. 
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