Homeless Categories

(Listed on “Power School”
student registration form)

Doubled up with another family
because of loss of housing or
economic hardship.

Live in a hotel or motel.

Live in a shelter (emergency,
domestic or transitional.)
SwitchPoint, Dove Center, Erin
Kimball Home

Live in a car, park, campground or
public place.

Live in a place without adequate
facilities (running water, heat,
electricity).

Student seeks enrollment without an
accompanying parent (not youth in
foster care).

Signs of Homelessness ::>

Signs of Homelessness

Signs that indicate a homeless family:

+Parent exhibits anger or embarrassment
when asked about current address.

+Parent may hide lack of permanent address
with comments such as, ”It’s a new
address”, “I can’t remember it”, or “I will
bring it tomorrow.”

+Parent appears confused when asked what
school child has last attended.

+Parent has no medical or school records in
hand.

+Parent may create reasons for poor
appearance and/or hygiene (“we’ve been
unpacking, traveling, etc.”)

Signs that indicate a child is homeless:
+Chronic hunger and tiredness
+Erratic attendance and tardiness

+Grooming and personal hygiene/clothing
that draws attention

+Consistent lack of preparation: coming
without books, supplies, homework
completed or papers signed

+Extremes in behavior: withdrawal, extreme
shyness, nervousness, aggression, anger

+Resistance to parting with personal
possessions (e.g. putting coat in locker)

Helping the
Homeless Student

Washington County School District
Can Make a Difference

“State educational agencies must
ensure that each homeless child and
youth has equal access to the same
free, appropriate public education,

as other children and youth.”
(McKinney-Vento Homeless Act)

For more information contact:

Mike Carr

Homeless Liaison/Student

Support Services Coordinator
435-986-5167
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